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PREFACE. 


Tux fumber of books which 
are conſtantly publiſhed for youth 
leaves few ſubjects but which have 
been frequently and judiciouſſy 
treated. The delineation of Virtue 
and Vice, I well know, is not new; 

but can it be too often, or too 
ſtrongly: pourtrayed to the youth · 185 
ful reader? In the following ſheets 7 
1 have endeavoured to repreſent 
B 3 / the 


VI. PREFACE. 


gan Boy wry 


the firſt in its real colours, the 


latter in, its true deformity: I am 


hkewiſe well aware that the early 
taſte is rather for amuſing ſtories 
than moral diſquiſition, and have, 
therefore, made it my ſtudy to 


blend amuſement with inſtruction, 
avoiding long diſſertations, which 
would, moſt probably, have been 
paſſed over without being read; a 


prattice which, however faulty, is, 
J believe, too commonly ron 1 


1 oy _ young _ 


Thus, with a . to \ pleaſe and 
inſtruct, I ſend my little work into 
the world, conſcious, that whatever 
MF E, my 


a: PREFACE. ' vii 
may be its demerits, my incentive 
| will meet with candour, as an at- 
4 tempt to inculcate virtue, and ren- 
der vice odious, ever muſt, from 

, thoſe minds whoſe approbation I 
am alone defirous to obtain, and 

| who, I truſt, will generouſly forget 
the errors when they conſider the 
motive. T 
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Hane Bas was thy thy ot. © 
gentleman of conſiderable Wa in 
the county of Somerſtt; an exemplary. 


child, and beloyed by all the pariſh in 


which he lived, for the ſweetneſs. off 


his diſpoſition: his extreme conde - 
ſeenſion to his inferiors was the theme 
of every tongue; "not that bis conde- 
ſcenſion was in the leaſt tinQured with 
meanneſs, as he 3 to preſerve 
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ſhould reſemble him and pointed him 
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4 


N. 


his own Sale ene in the midſt of 
humility, which is by no means a hard 


talk, were thoſe children whom the : 
providence of the Almighty has de- 
higned to a ſuperior ſituation in life to 


; give their reaſon full ſcope, and im- 
prove by the opportunities they have 
% of acquiring knowledge. Henry did 


improve, and made good uſe 'of the 
education beſtowed upon him. His 
parents were continually congratulated 5: 
on having fo-promifing-a ſon ; every 
father and mother in the vicinity of his 
reſidence was anxious their children 


A fit 9 22 for imitation, 
In the ſame xe lived a gentle- 


man, who had a For named Robert, as - 
3 remarkable 


8 | ; Tis _ 11 
remarkable for the badneſs of his dif- 
poſition, and the wickedneſs of his 

bert, as Henry was for his good qua- 
| ties. The nearnefs of their neigh- 
| bourhood brought the two families 

| often together; and as the father of. . 

Robert was often praiſing Henry, and 

intreating his ſon to improve from ſo 

| good an example, he inſtilled into his 

breaſt # jealouſy, and hatred to his 

young companion, Which, though 
ſmothered for the preſent, only wanted 
opportunity to blaze into a flame. 
Bad diſpoſed children, though they 
want reſblution to correct their own 
favlts, which would bring them on a 

ö level with thoſe characters held up for 
their imitation, ever fear, and have a 

2 of ſuperior talents; It would, 

- | BR 6. be- 


be no derogation, were they to copy 
from a good example: on the con- 
trary, it would be praiſe-wotthy, and 
ſhew at leaſt a docile diſpoſition. We 
have many inſtances where the com- 


pany and converſation of virtuous 
| youths have overcome very unpro- 
miſing propenſities: but Robert was. 
, foo ſelf-willed and obſtinate to fol- 
0 any thing but his own headſtrong 
opinions, which terminated; i in the end 
with him (as with moſt of a ſimilar 

turn of temper) in bitter repentance. 
Henry, with his father and mother, 
was viſiting one day at Mr. Sylwne's, 
Robert's father's, where they were met 
by.a Mr. and Mrs, Melmouth, who 
"ogy: with 1 1 er daughter So- 
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7 phia, a fine, and, what was ſtill better, 


a very good girl, about eight years 
old, junior to the young gentlemen, 


two years. After the deſert was + 
removed, permiſſion was allowed the. 
young people to divert themſelves _ 
in a room ſet apart for the purpoſe of * 
Robert, and where he depoſited the 
playthings he was conſtantly purchaſ- 

ing; for as he was the only child, and 


the glaring faults in his diſpoſition 
almoſt totally overlooked by parental 
fondneſs, he was ſuffered to laviſh mo- 
ney profuſely by his father, who, not, 
withſtanding he was certainly wrong to 


permit his ſon. to diſſipate ſums that 
might have been ſo diſpoſed of as to 
gladden the face of aa was 


ill. a very en man. | 
EY Miſs 
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- Mifs Melmouth, on entering the 
play room, was delighted by the fighe 
of a large number of finging birds 
that hung round the apartment, and 
raviſhed the ear with their melody. 
Having a great fondneſs for the fea- 
thered tribe, her little heart exulted 
with pleaſure, and ſhe examined every 
cage with the greateſt minuteneſs, 
Henry was likewiſe inſpecting the little 
warblers'; when having ſelected a. 
goldfinch, he brought him in the cage 
to che young lady, and ſaid, Only 
obſerve, Miſs Melmouth, the beauti- 
ful plumage of this lovely bird ?” 
Indeed, replied ſhe, after examin · 
ing it with great attention, * it is very 
handſome.— Oh ! you little charmer,” 
continued ſhe; as the bird undauntedly 
e warbled 
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THE FATENDS, 163 
warbled forth his unconnected notes, 
I with you belonged to me; how I 
ſhould value you, was you mine.” 
« I dare ſay Mi ſs,“ replied Henry, 
+ Maſter Sylwne will be happy in an 
opportunity of obliging you, by ve- 


| ſigning him to your care; ſhall you 


not, Robert? * Pray anſwer for 
yourſelf,” faid the churliſh boy; I 


| ſhall be happy in no ſuch things - 
though I will give Miſs Melmouth one 


that I am fure is much handſomer, * 
Yow are no judge of birds, I am.“ He 
then brought a linnet to Sophia, and 
told her ſhe ſhould have that, which 
was a thouſand times more lovely than 
the goldfinch. In vain did the gentle 
girl intreat, that if he meant to fa- 


vour her, by making her a” preſent 
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16 ru FRIENDS: | 
of a bird, it might be the one whoſe. © 
_ Gage ſhe then held: he was inexorable, 
and rudely ſnatched-the cage from her 
hand, which. was cut bythe wire as he 
tore it from hen He then left the 
room, without making the leaſt apo- 
logy for the hurt he had occaſioned; 
and while Henry was ſoothing the af- 
krighted child, returned, with a large 
\ cat under his arm, and opening the 
_ rage: in which the goldfinch was con- 
{ on retired to a diſtance, that the 
cat might have fret egreſs to her deli- | 
bene prey, ſhouting, as the poor bird 
lluttered to keep clear of its deſtroyer, 
* the moſt brutal] al joy. a 
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A eaten t Mi Ma: 
mouth, with the tears running down 
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her cheeks, intreated for the life of the 
unoffending bird ; but the ungracious 
boy denied, exclaiming, You refuſ- 
ed the linnet I proffered you, Miſs, 
and I will be hanged if you ſhall have 
the goldfinch Harry Herman choſe for 
you ! Why ſhould the one he ſelected 
be preferred? Surely I know a hand- 
ſome bird as well as he does, and I be- 
lieve a great deal better. —[ hate the 

- 'milkſop !” By this time the cat had 
| ſecured the little trembler; when Henry 
Herman, who had ſtood almoſt petri- 
fied at the ſcene before him, darted , 
forward, and with great difficulty, af- 
ter receiving ſeyeral ſcratches from the 
enraged animal, reſcued the devoted · 
victim, nearly robbed of all its fea- 
thers. Robert, ſwelling with rage, ad- 
, 105 vanced, 


18 R iru bs. 


vianted, and iuſiſted the bird tould be 

returned to him; bat Henry would 
dy no means conſent : % T ſhould be 

very ſorry, ſaid he, «Maſter Sylwne, 
to give the poor bird up to a ſecond 
tortune; 1 do not believe it wilt ſur- 
vive the fright and injury it has al- 

reudy ſuſtained: "the inhumanlty of 
your behaviour exceeds any thing 1 
ever ſaw; and 1 am concerned chat 
my feelings urge thay to tell you, 
though unter your oWPfather's took, 
that you ate biily a'c6mpatiion for fa. 
» ayes. Come, Miſs Meltnotith, let us 
leave hitn atid his cat: the illiberality 
of his behaviour to ine 1 care not a 


* firaw for ; but his treatment of you 
has been ſhameful,” He now pre- 
"Ow to open the door ; but Robert, 

* 
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enraged almoſt to madneſs, ruſhed be- 
tween them and it, and in a menacing 
attitude inſiſted they ſhould promiſe 


not to divulge a ſyllable of whit had 
| paſſed in the dining parlour. Sophia, 


already ſufficiently terrified, would 
gladly have given him her promiſe, ſo 
that ſhe could accompliſh her eſcape ; 
but Henry would not bg prevailed on 
to conſent : © You may imagine, Maf. 
ter Sylwne, to. intimidate me by your 
menacing,” ſaid he; „but you ate 
much deceived: tis impoffible T can 


fear a boy who wages war only with 


the helpleſs. Leave the door, fir, for 
I am determined to depart without any 
reſtrictions.“ Finding Robert bent on 


oppoſing his departure, he turned to 


Miſs Melmouth, and begged ſhe would 


not 
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not alarm herſelf, but retire to the 


other ſide of the room, and he would 
ſoon ſet her free: he then reſolutel 
ſeized Robert by the collar, and, by a 
powerful exertion, threw him almoſt 


the length of the room. 


Before he could convey Miſs Mel- 
mouth from the Place, the cries of Ro- 
bert, who lay roaring, with the blood 
running from his noſe, which in the 


| firuggle had received a blow; alarmed' 
the company, who now arrived at the 
_ ſcene of conteſt. Sophia flew to her 


mother; and the only anſwer ſhe could 


make to her—* Bleſs me, what is the 


matter,” was tears, Mr. Sylwae, turn- 
ing to Henry, begged to be inform- 
ed what could have happened to occa- 
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fron this terrific appearance, Henry 
gave him a circumſtantial relation of | 
the whole affair, When he had finiſh- oy 
ed, and Mr, Sylwne had thanked him, | 
P 
| 
| 


he turned to his ſon, and thus ad- 4% 
dreſſed him :—* IT am both ſurprized . 
and ſhocked that a ſon of mine ſhould | Ke. 
ſo far-forget the rights of hoſpitality, 
and the common forms of good breed- 
ing, independent of the brutality an- 
nexed to the conduct you have pur- | 
ſued, as to treat thoſe who honour me N 
with theif company in this ſhameful -. " 
manner. — What apology can you 


make, adequate to the offence you 

have committed ? None. Maſter Her- . 

man has given you a better leſſon, by WM 
the different manner in which heated, 

than any words of mine could do. 7 

; ; | - ; $5 1 
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Riſe, fr, and inſtantly aſk pardon. of 
all preſent for the N of your 
behaviour,” 


Robert, who lay ſwelling: with re- 
ſentment, could on no conſideration. 
he prevailed on to comply with his 
father's requeſt ; in fact, he remained 
ſo ſulky, it was. impoſſible. to get a. 
word out of him; they therefore left 
him to himſelf, and retired. to the 
_Krawing/ room, The poor goldfinch, 
who had been the innocent cauſe of 
all, remained ſtill in the hand of Hen- 
ry Herman; and as ſoon as Sophia 
Melmouth had recovered herſelf, ſhe 
intreated permiſſion to carry the little 
panting flutterer home with her, that 
ſhe might, by attention, endeavour to 
reſtore 


«i 
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reſtore it. The requeſt was complied 
with by Mr. Sylwne, with a compli- 
ment on her humanity ; and a cage be- 
ing procured, the bird was delivered 
to Sophia, who, as her parents were 
not yet ready to return, ſent him home 0 
by a ſervant, with a particular charge. 
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' CHAP, 11. 


* ” 


Rozzrr was prevailed upon by his 
father, before the company departed, 
to beg pardon for his ill behaviour; 
but though he outwardly appeared 
ſorry for the part he had acted, he was, 
in reality, ſo far from it, that he vowed, 
in his own diabolical mind, to take an 
opportunity, ſome future time, of 
making Henry Herman feel his reſent- 
ment,—What a dreadful diſpoſition ! 
How much was he his own enemy by 
this - condutt; peace of mind muſt 
wn gt ever 
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ever retnain a ſtranger to ſuch charac- 
ters, and the deteſtation of all good 
people follow them through life. Be- 
lieve me, my young readers, you can- 
not too much guard yourſelves againſt 


the inroads of a ſimilar diſpoſition. 
Let Henry Herman be your favorite; 
and from his even temper, obliging. 
manner, humanity and benevolence of 
character, learn a leſſon that may be 
of uſe to you all your lives, 


The poor goldfinch, notwithſtand- 
ing all Miſs Melmouth's care and nurſ- 
ing, did not ſurvive the worrying it 
had met with more than two days. 
This gentle, good gin, felt a great deal 
at loſing him, as ſhe had a very com- 
pallonate heart; beſides, the means by 
C wjhich 
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which the poor thing loſt its life was 
deeply impreſſed on her memory, and 
the was heard to ſay, « She feared ſhe 
could never. endure Robert Sylwne 
more, unleſs the could forget the fate 
of the poor goldfinch.” When Henry 
Herman learnt the bird was dead, he 
was much hurt, and reading over ſome 
poetic pieces, he found the following, 
and as the lines appeared applicable, 
he tranſcribed, and ſent them t6 Miſs 
1 


* 


; Verſes on the death of a favorite Goldfinch. 


0 + £6 mana -« 
What! is my pretty Songſter dead ? 
Alas! his gentle ſpirit's fled, 
And cold and tiff he lies. 
His painted wings no more will fly, 
His little feet inactive lie, 
92 ene Wo 
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II. 
How oft with his mellifluous lay 


He welcom'd in the roſy day, t . 


And *till the ev'ning ſung; 

But now his harmony is o'er, 

His tuneful pipe will chaunt no more, 
For death has ſtopp'd his tongue. 


III. 
Sweet Bird! like thine's my mortal ſtate ; 
I too, like thee, muſt bend to fate, 
And bow to tyrant death; 
O may I, when that period comes, 
Meet with ſerenity my doom, 
And gladly yield my breath! 


Thoſe lines pleaſed Sophia; and her 
parents acknowledged, in the wide cir- 
cle of their acquaintance, they knew 
not ſo promiſing a boy. 
4 


f Four years after this, the mother of 


Mrs. Herman died, and left to her 
C 2 grandſon 
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grandſon (of whom ſhe had always 
been. very fond) an independence 


of five hundred pounds per annum, 
expreſsly mentioning in | her will, 
% That it ſhould be ſubje& to no 
controul, ſenſible that no ill uſe would 
be made of her bequeſt.” Henry was 
very grateful to the memory of Mrs. | 
Dawſon, for thoſe proofs of her | 
affection, but intreated his father to N 
receive and appropriate the legacy to 


ſuch uſes as might appear to him 
moſt proper; modeſtly obſerving, it 
certainly was much too large a ſum 
to be entruſted to the expenditure of Þ} 

a boy. Although Mr. Herman was KH 
greatly pleaſed with his ſon for his 
behaviour on the gecafion, he could ö 
by no means be prevailed on to take | 
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the charge of the income on himſelf; 
and on Henry's importuning him one 
day, thus addreſſed him: Your wor- 
thy grandmother, in leaving you ſo 
very young independent, my dear boy, 
proceeded from the conviction ſhe en- 
tertained, that your preſent diſpoſi- 
tion left every reaſon to hope your fu- 
ture conduct would prove a credit to 
thoſe connected with you, either by 
blood or friendſhip; I am ſo far of 
her opinion, .as to leave without ap- 
prehenſion the ſum aſſigned you to 


| your free diſpoſal ; and while I obſerve 


8 


C 3 


the uſes to which you apply it, ſball be 
able, in ſome meaſure, to judge how 
the more ample fortune which will 
devolve to you, on my demiſe, will 
© be appropriated ; I ſhall therefore give 


you 
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you no advice; follow the dictates of 
your own mind; and I hope this cir- 
cumſtance will only leave me more 


thankful for the bleſſing of your exiſt- 


ence,” Henry was much affefted by 


this goodneſs, and ſecretly reſolved his 


father ſhould have no reaſon to blame 
his indulgence ; for that he would en- 


deavour to att ſo as to give ſatisfaction 


to ſo worthy and affectionate a parent. 
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CHAP, III. 
Rokr Sylwne had an aunt who 
was extremely fond of him, and as his 


diſpoſition Was the exact counterpart 


of her own, 'tis no wonder ſhe was 
blind to thoſe faults ſo conſpicuous to 
every one beſide. This lady fell ill of 
a fever about the time Mrs. Dawſon 
died, which terminated in her diffolu- 


tion. She left to her favorite. five 


þ thouſand pounds, under no reſtriction; 


for ſhe had often been heard to ſay, 
during her illneſs, © That ſhe thought 
| C4 \ her 
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her Robert ought to have free ſcope to 
*his ſpirit as well as Henry Herman, 
and ſhe would take care he ſhould be 


independent as well as him.” When 


his aunt's kindneſs was communicated 
to Robert, he was like any one in- 


toxicated with joy, at the idea of hav- 


ing ſo much money to do with as he 


_ pleaſed, without one ſenſation of ſor- 
ro for the loſs of ſo affectionate a re- 


lative; every thing he ſaid and did had 
his own gratification in view. Mr. 


| Sylwne, however partial as a father, 


could not be blind to many traits in 
his ſon's temper ; and as-he thought it 


would be little ſhort of madneſs, and 

attended with the worſt conſequences, 
to ſuffer him to have the command of | 

ſo large a ſum, he endeavoured to pre- 
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vail on him to chooſe himſelf, or ſome ; 
other friend, as direQor for him ; but 
Robert was too fond of the power in- 
veſted in him to pay attention to any 


— 


ſuch advice, and replied to his father, 
That as his aunt had left the money 
to him, he would keep it, and he 
would warrant he could find ways 
enough to diſpoſe of it, as well as any 
| body elſe.” Obſerve the contraſt in 
the character of thoſe two boys, my 
dear young readers. Who among you : 
would not wiſh to act like Henry f 
| Herman? Who among you do not 
0 5 hold Robert Sylwne in deteſtation ? 
- The really good are always dino: 10 
while the deſigning and ſelfiſh are ri 
nionated, bold, and INS. 
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des Dawſon, when ſhe obſerved 


that no ill uſe would be made of the 
independence ſhe left to her young 


grandſon, had previouſly, no doubt, 
ſtudied'the turn of his temper and diſ- 
poſition ; and the manner in which he 


diſpoſed of her bequeſt, could it have 
been poſſible for her to have known it, 
muſt have afforded her the moſt ſincere 


pleaſure. Many a one, whoſe heart 
was oppreſſed with accumulated mi- 
ſery, has his bounty cheered: the de- 
preſſed widow, the deſerted fatherleſs, 
ever found in him a friend and bene- 


factor; while the more openly ac- 
„ knowledged poor followed his ſteps 
with reiterated bleſſings ; and the heart 
of his worthy father would often {well 
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We gratitude to the all-wiſe Ar. | 
for 


* 


1 
1% 
'$ 
' 

 . 
* Y 


THE rand. 135 35 | 


Bl 


miſing a child, FL a 


— 


| The difference between him and Ro- 
bert Sylwne was aſtoniſhing : inſtead 


of imparting. comfort to his fellow 


creatures, he was diſſipating the fortune 
left him by his partial aunt in all man- 
ner of reprehenS$ble follies ; purchaſing 


horſes without judgment; for what Judg- | 


ment could fifteen years of age be fup- 


poſed to poſſeſs in ſuch matters; buying 


cocks, and forming matches for fighting, 
was his principal diverſion. Cruelty 


appeared inherent in his nature; for 
ſurely nothing can diſcover a greater diſ- 


poſition to cruelty, than taking delight 


in ſetting two birds together, and'Tuf- 


fering them to goad each other, till the 
C 6 death 


for "Me comfort he enjoyed in 0 * 


* "= * 
%. - 


We. . 
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death of one or both finiſhes the conteſt, 
It might juſtly be obſerved, that Mr. 
Sylwne had it always in his power to 
reſtrain his ſon at ſo early an age from 


committing ſuch enormities; but let it 


be remembered, he has been always 
mentioned as a partial parent: beſides, 


the great command of money Robert 
enjoyed enabled him to hide many of 
his faulty tranſactions from his father, | 


either by bribing-thoſe of the ſervants 


that were in his confidence 420 filence, 


or procuring, by the ſame means, ſome 
of his low aſſociates to take the matter 
on themſelves. By thoſe means he 
hid from his unſuſpicious father the 


moſt vicious pärt of his conduct, 
adding the meanneſs of deception to 
his already infamous character. 


Henry 


* 


— 
2 . — 
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Henry was returning one morning 
from Mr. Melmouth's, where he had 
been on a' meſſage from his father, and 
was ruminating on the many good 

qualities of Sophia, with whom he had 
ſpent two hours in rational and pleaſ- 
-ing entertainment, when his attention 
was arreſted by the loud cries of ſome 
one who appeared as if they were ſuf- 
fering from a ſevere' beating : ſeeing 
no perſon near of whom he could in- 
quire, he haſtily cleared a hedge, the 
only obſtacle to the ſatisfaction of his 
curioſity; but what was his aſtoniſh- 
ment, when he ſaw lying on the ground 
a boy, who, from the rags that covered 
him, . ſeemed 4 pauper, and Robert 
Sylwne | ſtanding over him, a large 
cudgel ſtick in his hand, with which he 


% 
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- Was beating him ſeverely, whilſt "eo 
— blood ran from a wound that appeared 
5 to have been recently received in the 
boy's leg for a moment he ſtood like 
| dne petrified; but the cries of the Poor 
 wretch on the ground ſoon quickened 
his recollection. - He haſtily ſeized the 
arm of Robert, uplifted. for the purpoſe 
e purſuing his diſcipline, and thus { 
* = adreſſed him: * Surely,, Maſter 
i | 4 1 Sy lune, bumanity muſt. be totally ba- 
niſhed from your breaſt, or it would 
- be impoſſible you could treat a fellow 
creature as you are treating this poor 
boy, whatever his offence againſt you 
may have been.“ Robert, enraged {till 
mwmaore than befoge, at this interruption, 
'_ Rruggled violently to diſengage his 
arm . che gripe of Henry, but 


my without 


Wo 
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without effect: Let go my arm, | 
Herman!” exclaimed he; I will break 
every bone in his ſkin: the inſolent 


r IPY 


young raſcal ſhall pay dearly for dar- 
ing to laſh my favorite Dido!” By 
this time the poor boy had 'endeavour- 
ed to remove himſelf; but the pain 
from the wound, and the bruiſes he 
had received from the cudgel ſtick, did 
not permit him to reach many paces 
before he ſunk on the earth unable to 


proceed. a, + 


: 


In vain did Henry beg to be inform- 
ed of the origin of this fracas.; Robert 
only anſwered by vowing revenge a- 
gainſt the boy, when not protected, he | N 
- ſneeringly ſaid, by his champion - e 
then, by a powerful exertion, extri- 


/ 
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cated himſelf from the hold Henry 
had of his arm, and running acroſs the 
field, leaped. the gate,” and was out of 
fight in an inſtant. Henry immediately 
_ repaired to the object of Robert's ven- 
geance, and deſired he would explain 
? che meaning of what he had been wit- 
| neſs to. Indeed, fir,” ſaid the poor 
boy, « I did not deſerve to be ſo ill 
- uſed; but might overcomes right—I 
muſt be obliged to bear it, as I am 
| N without a friend in the wide world.“ 
| He would have ſaid more, but his 
{ 


feelings overcame him, and he ſobbed 

audibly. Henry's compaſſionate heart 
_ was inſtantly awakened ; he aſked the 
bey if he thoughthecould reach acroſs 
tho fields, as then ſomething ſhould 
bdee done for his relief, if he found 


— 
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he was not undeſerving. The boy 
thanked him in the beſt manner he 
was able, and ſaid he would try, but 
that his leg was ſo very painful and 
Riff he knew, not how to ſet it to the 
ground, The cudgel ſtick, the inſtru- 
ment of paſſion, had fallen in the haſty 


exit of Robert Sylwne, and had been 


walking by his fide, leſt Robert ſhould - 
return, and renew his ill treatment. 

Cloſe to the park gate of Mt; Herman 
ſtood a neat cottage, inhabited by 2 


* 


forgot by him; it now ſerved for 


the ſupport of the boy, who began 
ſlowly to move over the field, Henry 


man whoſe wife had been foſter mo- 
ther to Henry, and who was one of 
the firſt that felt the good effects of 
Mrs. Dawſon's bequeſt, Henry (with 

3 WF: ot his 
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his father's concurrence) having cauſed 


the cottage to be erected, and preſent- 
ed it to his nurſe, with an annuity 
of fifty pounds a year, here ſhe lived, 
and was often viſited by her youthful 


benefactor, whom ſhe almoſt idolized, 


To the houſe of this worthy woman 
Henry conducted his new charge, and 


having conſigned him to her care for 
the preſent, haſtened home, to give 


an account of the embaſſy, on which 


he was ſent, and to allay any doubts 


they. might have. entertained concern- 


ing his ſafety, as he had greatly ex- 
ceeded the time in which he n 


to be back. 3 


. 
| 
of 
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Wurd Henry reached home, he 
found dinner had been retarded, and 
a meſſenger diſpatched to Mr. Mel- 


mouth's to inquire the reaſon of his 


delay; but as he made his appearance 


before the ſervant's return, his parents 
were no way alarmed, only ſurpriſed at 


his unuſual want of punctuality. After 
Henry had entreated their pardon for 
breaking in on the regularity of the fa- 


mily arrangements, he told them, that 0 
he hoped, on the removal of the cloth, 
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44 
to be able fully to account for his ab- | 
fence at the promiſed time ; and from 
the confidence Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
repoſed in their ſon's word and ac- 

| tions, no doubt remained but he could | 
do ſo, FOR OE FR © 


The things removed, wine ſet on n che 
table, and the ſervants withdrawn, 
Henry gave a faithful relation of his 
morning adventure, and received the 
praiſes his parents could not withhold 
from him, with the greateſt modeſty j ʒ 
| 4 anſwering, That he was happy his 
3 71 conduct in the affair had merited their | 
2 | approbation, but that he only acted 1 
9 from a natural impulſe of nature, which 
ſeemed to revolt from every ſpecies of 
1 oppreſſion; he knew not whether the 
8 de 
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boy was deſerving or not, though, if 
he was to judge from phyſiognomy, he 


| ſhould pronounce in his favour ; but, 
with their leave, he would go again to 


the nurſe's, and endeavour to learn 
who he was, and where he came from, 
adding he was anxious to know if any 
thing had been done to his leg.” 


Having obtained permiſſion, he haſ- 
tened to the cottage. When he arrived 
he found the nurſe had been very active 
inhis abſence, having applieda bandage 
of herbs to the wound, and waſhed the 


bruiſes he had received with ſomething 5 
of her on preparing; ſhe had like wiſe 


A him into a comfortable bed. 


On n en by the bed- 
* N ö ſide, 
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ſide, the boy began to expreſs his gra- 
titude to him, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
for his goodneſs to a poor diſtreſſed 
ſtranger, and would have continued 
in the ſame ſtrain much longer, had 
he not been interrupted by Henry 
telling him, He had done no more 
than his duty in the relief he had af- 
forded him; but that as he till re- 
mained ignorant who he was, or of 
the nature of the offence he had com- 

mitted againſt Maſter Sylwne, he 
mould be glad to be informed both of 
the one and the other; and he might 
reſt ſatisfied, if he adhered ſtrictly to 
the truth, any further aſſiſtance he 
might need at his hands ſhould not be 
- withheld.” The boy having raiſed | 
_ himſelf anſwered him as follows: 
e + You 
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- « You ſhall be informed very rea- 
dily, my worthy young gentleman, of 
all I know concerning myſelf, but that 
is very little.— My name is Charles 
Curtis. The firſt thing that made an 
impreſſion on my memory was the 
death of my father (who had never 
been well that I remember) and my 
mother's indifferent health: we lived 
in a Coftage on the edge of a common, 
a great diſtance from any other houſe, 
and an old woman, who appeared very 
fond of me, did the labour, and uſed 
to go out and bring in with her ſuch 
things as we wanted, though where ſhe 
got them from I never knew; ex- 
cept when I walked out with my mo- 
ther, I was kept to my book, and in 
receiving leſſons of inſtruction from 

| that 
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that dear parent now no more. Here 
his little heart ſwelled, and he burſt 
into a torrent of tears, Henry was far 
from being unmoved at the filial ſor- 
row of the poor boy; but as he knew 
not how to adminiſter conſolation, re- 


mained ſilent till Charles had ſuffici- 


ently recovered himſelf to proceed 


My mother continued to grow weaker 


and weaker, and the old woman, whom 
we called Peggy, would frequently en- 
treat her to go to ſome place where ſhe 


might have advice; my mother would 
ſuffer her to go on as long as ſhe 


pleaſed without interruption, and when 


ſhe had ended, would-claſp her hands 
together in a kind of agony, drop on 
her knees, and by the moving of her 


lips, ſeemed aſking advice from hea- 


J | 
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ven: Peggy would then draw me 

away, and when I again returned, I 
ſhould find her calm as uſual. 


A length we removed to a ſmall 

town, about ten miles from this vil- 

lage, Peggy having provided us a X 

lodging. and ſeen to the removal of J 
our ſcanty furniture; there my mother | [48 


was viſited by doors, but did not ap- 1 

pear to receive any benefit. Being 3 

now older, I was capable of obſerva- Coy. 1: 
tion, and have frequently obſerved the e 


old woman go out with a bundle; at- 


ſuch times ſhe would never ſuffer me od 7 — 9 
to go with her, giving as a reaſon, it 8 N 1 
was improper to leunve my mother ö 
alone: on her return, I have watched : 
Whether ſhe. brought. back what ſhe _ +{ 
D carried N. 
bo} 


7 
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carried out, but always ſaw her empty 
handed, only that ſhe would give my 
mother ſome money, which was ſure 


to draw tears Mi her . 


1 * ho 
3» . * 
« Ove day aſked my mothei tolef 


me have another, coat, as the one 1 
wore was mended as much as it would 
bear, and added, 1 was ſure Peggy had 
uſed all the pieces; never ſhall I for- 
get her feelings; at: firſt ſhe could not 
ſpeak, but at length ſaid Wound 
me not, my Charles; by ſuch a requeſt ; 
what can I do? - Oh my brother, 
could you but knows iny preſent mi- 
ſery, and the unprotetted Kate of this 
poor child, even you, I am e 
would think I had ſuffered enough, 
and * be el to your afec- . 


tions— 
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tions Where, oh! where ſhall I find 
you, —She. could articulate no more, 
but ſunk on the floor in a fit, and 


— when brought a little to herſelf her 


ſenſes appeared deranged; nor did ſhe 


nn recover either them or her ſpeech 


*while ſhe lived, which was _ an the 
next wn arne 

66 My frantic: ſorrow: at her! tols was 
ſo great, that the good old Peggy got 
me removed to a neighbour's, While 


the prepared every thing for my mo- 


ther's funeral; nor did ſhe truſt N 
ſelf with the ſight of me till ſhe had 


accompliſhed her duty: but ſhe' no 


longer appeared the active old wenn: 


the ſhock had been too much for Br. 


She told me every thing my mother 
| D 2 ; left 
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left had been diſpoſed of to bury her, 
and a few ſhillings was all that re- 
mained ; © But that,“ faid ſhe, * is 
not my/greateſtgrief—it--is increaſed ©* 
by finding my ſtrength ſo -much im- 
paired as to prevent my working for 
your ſupport, my dear boy; however, 
this good woman will let you remain 
here another night, and to-morrow 1 
will ſee what can be done.” She then 
left me, never to return; for the fatigue | 
ſhe had endured threw her into a fever: 
the pariſh officers were applied to, but 
Would not receive her, and, notwith- 
ſtanding her dangerous ſlate, paſſed 
her to her own pariſh at a conſiderable 
diſtance. Before ſhe ſet out, ſhe ſent 
for me, and told me, to put my 


truſt in Providence, never to do a bad 


* 
FR | | ada ation, 


— 


\ 


action, but endeavour to ſeek ſuch 
employ as my early years would admit 
of, adding, ſhe wiſhed it was in her 


pover to give me ſuch an inſight into 
the family I belonged to as might be 


of ſervice to-me ; but that, though ſhe 


had ſerved my mother long and faith- 


fully, ſhe was always reſerved to her; 


yet from. the many valuables ſhe had : 


had the diſpoſal. of, ſhe was convinced 


her ſituation had formerly been afflu- 
ent. She had once, ſhe ſaid, an op- 
portunity of hearing a few words that 
paſſed between my father and mother, 


and by them learnt that her maiden 
name was Bruce; and ſhe believed I 
had an uncle, who it appeared my 
mother had diſobliged. | 
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She now took from her pocket 
half-a-crown and a mourning ring, 
which ſhe had found among my mo- 
ther's things and preſerved for me, 
telling me to be frugal of the former, 
 andtry if I could get to go on erfands 

tor ſome tradeſman, and to be as care- | 
ful of the latter as of my life; to let 
nothing induce me to part with it, as 
it might be the means, ane time or 
other, of reſtoring me to thoſe who 
had the beſt RO TE 


| "oy Being nearly exticuſied with the 

. exertion the had made, I was not per- 
mitted to ſtay with her any longer, 
but returned to the houſe I had re- 
mained in fince the death of m 320 
ther ; but when the woman. to "i 


* 
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care Peggy had intruſted me found 
how things were, ſhe. told me I could 
| ſtay no longer there, for that my break- 
faſt was. not paid for, and ſhe had a 


family of her own. I'entreated, and 


at length gained her conſent to ſtay 


there that night, on condition that I * 


ſhould provide for myſelf, which I did. 


I walked out, and offered myſelf to 
every tradeſman in the town; but, be- 


ing unknown, none of them would 
employ me — and on the next morning 
formed the reſolution of going to the 
next large town, Where 1 might meet, 


perhaps, with better luck. I ſet out and 
walked till I came within three miles 
of this place, when I found myſelf fo 


weary, I aſked and obtained ſhelter 
fot che night in a hut inhabited by an 
D 4 old 


2. 


me, bad you: not releaſed me from 


1 
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old woman, Who put me ſo in mind of 


Peggy, that I cred myſelf to Heep; 2 
and after I had riſen this morning, and 
been | refreſhed with a bowl of milk 
and llice of bread, for which this good | 
woman would not take any thing, I ſet _ 
| forward, and had reached that field, fir, - | 

in which you firſt ſaw me, when "IS 
pointer dog ran after me, biting at my 
| heels; I turned to drive him back, 0 


when he ſeized my leg, and bit it as. 


you ſee: as I had a ſmall ſtick in my 


hand, I ſtruck him once or twice + he 


then went yelping off, when I was 


almoſt inſtantly overtaken by. that 
young gentleman you reſcued me from, 


and who, I believe, would have killed 


his power.” Charles here finiſheſbis 


x1 | recital ; 
W | \ 


: poor Charles. 
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recital ; and Henry, who had become 


more and more intereſted in his fa- 


vour, as he proceeded, entreated him 
to make himſelf eaſy, and endeavour 


to recover from his preſent confine- 
ment as ſpeedily as poſſible, for he 


would, with the - concurrence. of his 
father, whoſe adyice he never acted 
without, take charge of his future for- 


tunes, while ke confiantd to deſerve 


it, adding, he need not fear his late 


| antagoniſt, when under the protection 


of Mr. Herman ; and having once more 
recommended him to the care of his 
good nurſe, from whom he received 
an aſſurance of every attention, he re- 
turned home, anxious to inform his 
parents what he had juſt en from 


"D's; CHAP. 
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Hv“ heart felt light, in the idea 
that he had not reſcued an undeſerving 
objeR, and various plans for his advan- 
tage purſued each other quickly though 
his benevolent imagination: his arrival 
at home put an end to his cotigations. 
Well, fon,” ſaid Mr. Herman, on his 
entrance, I fee by your countenance 
you do not think you have affiſted an 
anworthy character, conſequently do 
not . Fg your interference i in his fa- 
vour.“— No inen, my dear fir,“ 


N 


Cs # 448 | replied 


| 
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replied Henry; © nor do I think you 


wall regret it, when I tell you in what 


a friendleſs, deplorable condition, the 
poor boy is left.” He then related, 
nearly verbatim, what the reader has 


already been informed; and Mr. Her- 
man, whoſe heart was always open to 
the wretched, agreed to his ſon's tak- 
ing him into his future protection. 


Henry was very eager for the reco- 


very of Charles, that he might place 


him under the tuition of Mr. Parſons, 


a worthy. man, who lived near his fa- 


ther's houſe ; and after a fortnight's 


confinement and good nurſing: he 
was able to walk about without diffi- 


De. ö By 


eee o 


60 THE FRIENDS. 


By the orders of Mrs. Herman linen 


had been made, and Henry had taken 


care the tailor ſhould not be idle; ſa 


that Charles Curtis now appeared a 
very different boy. No time was loſt in 


placing him with the ſchoolmaſter be- 


fore mentioned; ang Henry agreed to 


pay ſo much a week to nurſe for his 


board and lodging. The poor fellow 
was very grateful for thoſe marks of 
kindneſs beſtowed upon him, and 
would frequently pour out the fullneſs 


of his little heart in expreſſions of 


chankfulneſs.— Do not thank me, 
Charles, Henry would anſwer, © but 


revere the all- wiſe diſpoſer of events, | 


that ordained me to become the hum- 


ble inflrument to diſpenſe his good 


will towards you: the orphan is ever 
„„ STEER his 
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his peculiar care, as has been particu- 
larly ſhewn in your preſervation; and 
in whatever ſtation you may hereafter 
be, I hope you will never forget to pay 
him thoſe praiſes ſo juſtly due to his 
watchful providence,” The precepts 


my dear mother taught me, Maſter 


Herman, Charles replied, “will ever 


make me regard the Almighty firſt, but iy 


you are next, and ſhall ever be my ex- 


ample ; and then I ſhall be a favorite 


with all good people; for every body 
loves you.“ Many fimilar converſa- 
tions would often paſs between thoſe 


good boys; for though Charles Curtis 


was ſo much younger,” and never had 
the opportunities, nor poſſeſſed the 
means of diſpenſing good, like Henry 
. the ſesds of worth and be- 


nevolence | 
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nevolence appeared . in . 
i ae ro e FN 


| Robert Sylwne was no ſtranger to 

the late events; but notwithſtanding 
the rancour and malice that prevailed 
8 | againſt Charles for beating his dog, 
7 wreaking his vengeance on kin: the 
knew it would be bad policy to let it 

appear, and waited till ſome future 
4 5 opportunity ſhould occur, when he 
. might make them this having of- 


— * 9 WM 


RT. hh 8 ined 
1 my every thing he was taught rapidly, and 
dees character he bore in the ſchool was 
FM | ee eee 


tions 
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Senn of pleaſure to his young bene- 
factor. The mourning ring, mention- 
ed as the property of Charles, had 


been intruſted to the care of Henry, 


from the time of his taking up his 
abode at nurſe Norris's, and as there 


was a probability that it might one 


day tend to elucidate the family from 


whence Charles Curtis derived his ' 


origin, was carefully preſerved. 


4 Every ſucceeding month rendered 
Charles Curtis dearer to Henry Her- 
man; and after he had remained' a 


twelvemonth boarded with nurſe, he 
was by his defire received into the®fa- 


mily of Mr. Herman, with whom he 
was likewiſe a great favorite. 


* 3 
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| Charles now became the conſtant 
companion of Henry, who took the 1 
greateſt "pains in his improvement: 
for as it was deſigned to place him in f 
ſome line of 4buſineſs, as ſoon as he 
ſhould have attained a proper age; the 
education he received was a common 
one, Mr. Herman judging that the 
moſt proper; but the affection his 
youthful protector entertained for him 
made him anxious that he ſhould ob - 
tain ſomie of the more polite accom- 
pliſhments,. Though Mr. Herman ſel- 
dom diſagreed with his. ſon on any | 
ſubjeR, in this they thought diffe- 
renuy; and as Henry could not bring 
his father to conſent, that maſters for 
teaching the polite arts ſhould attend 
Charles be endeavoured to teach him 
| himſelf, 
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himſelf, and as he was a great profi- 
cient, his ſcholar improved very faſt: 


he likewiſe engaged him in a courſe of 
hiſtorical reading; and by explana- 


tions and illuſtrations, that his own 


underſtanding, aided by an excel- 
lent education, had imbibed, he bid 
fair to be a. well - bred informed 


youth. 


— 


With what pleaſure did Henry view - 


the boy he eighteen months beforghad 
reſcued from wretchedneſs and oppreſ- 
fion ; how did his worthy heart exult 


in reflecting on the memory of his kind 


grandmother, that had put it in þis 


7 power to relieve diſtreſs, and ER the 


exeellent diſpoſition of his affectionate 
parents, in permitting him to follow 


the 
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the dictates of that heart: peace ever 
attended him; his days paſſed ſe- 0 
renely, as at the cloſe of every eve- | 
ning the retroſpect would bear reflec- | 
tion; his night's fleep was fweet and 5 
5 refreſhing, for he had neither injured | 
nor oppreſſed any one; nor had envy, N 
dat baneful vice, ever found admiſſion 
_- in his pure breaſt! Could Nobert 
1 \ - Sylwne ſay as much? No, my youth- 
1 ful readers, believe me he could not: 
exactly the reverſe muſt have been his 

ſenſations, for exactly the reverſe was 

his conduct. The contraſt is fo ſtrik- 
ing I have no need to point it out. 

| And fhould any of you feel an incli- 

nation ſealing on you, in the ſmalleſt 

| degree fimilartoRobertSylwne's,Ttruſt 
1 * 4 eee ee power, 
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is 'tis dangerous to ſuffer the leaſt 
inroad to take place in a virtuous 
purſuit; and, believe me, no other 
purſuit will benefit you. | 


— = 
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CHAP. vi. 


HxExNRx having accepted am invita- 
tion to fpend a week with a friend, 
and a fair being held in a country 
town, two miles from Herman Manor, 
during his abſence, Charles aſked and 

obtained permiſſion to accompany a 
young gentleman (ſon to one of Mr. 
Herman's friends) in a walk, to view 
the rural ſports that were eſtabliſhed 
there on every annual return. They 
had been through the. fair, and were 
returning to viſit the dancers in the 
Ip : ' fo - 8 barn, 
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barn, when they were met by Robert 
- Sylwne and a party of his companions, | 


a low and vicious ſet of youths; for 
it was his delight to be at the head of 
his company, as 'from that circum- 
ſtance he ſeldom met contradiction in 
any of his ſchemes of amuſement, how- 
ever brutal; and was conſtantly pro- 
vided with abettors in any plot he 
found inclination to form. 


When they came near Charles and 
his friend, Robert broke from the 
' midſt of them, and running againſt 
Charles Curtis knocked him backward, 
as he was not prepared for the ſhock ; 
and beſide, Robert Sylwne was, from 
his ſize, (which, for his age, was ath- 

letic) no match for him, Frank 


Watſon, 


FO 
* 
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Watſon, his chmpanzaii, was of a very 
gentle diſpoſition, which Robert was 
no ſtranger to; he therefore thought 
be might inſult Charles with impu- 
nity, and walked on, ſhouting and 
laughing immoderately. Frank aſũiſt- 
ed Charles to riſe, who was for the 
moment ſtunned by the ſeverity of the 
blow on the back part of his head; 
but as ſoon as he recovered his recol- 
| ledtion, his ſpirit, of Which he had a 
ſufficient ſhare, would have ſtimulated 
him to follow the aggreſſor, had he not 
been perſuaded to the contrary by his | 
young: friend, who pointed out to him 
very truly the little amends he was 
likely to meet with from Robert, aided 
by ſo. brutiſh a ſet} and: adviſed their 
nnen inſtantly home; but Charles 
155 ſaid, 
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ſaid, he ſaw. no reaſon their is 
ſhould be abridged, as he found no 
inconvenience from. the fall, and Ro- 
bert Sylwne was not likely to come 
in their way again, he having taken 
the road to the town, therefore they 
would purſue their intention, and go 
to the barn. | 


Thither they went, and found them- 
ſelves much amuſed by the innocent 
jocularity of the honeſt ruſtics, and 
the awkward movements of many of 
them, as they purſued the many dance. 
Charles was juſt going to. propoſe to 
Frank their returning home, when Ro- 
bert Sylwne and his party entered; he 
then felt ſomething riſe within him re- 
pugnant to any ſuch idea, and rFmain- 
ed ſtationary. he 
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Robert Gxed himſelf near the ſpot ; 
8 by Charles and his friend, 
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and began in a ſtrain of irony, ob- 


liquely meant to Charles, to ,aſk one 
of his companions; <* How. he reliſhed 
his fall, and whether tlie back part of 


his head did not ache confoundedly 77 
Finding no notice taken of this, he 


changed his plan, and aſked another, 


„Whether he could inform him if 


young Herman was expected, and if 
the front places were to be taken, as 
he obſerved the pariſh boy who lived 
at his father's ſtanding foremoſt in the 
throng The one addreſſed anſwered 


with ſeeming ignorance, © He did not 


know who he meant by the pariſh boy, 


as really he ſaw no one there anſwering 


that deſcription ; he ſurely could not 


mean either of the young gentlemen 
before 
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before them, their appearance bearing 
every ſign of opulence.” , That is 
the chap I mean,” returned Robert, 
Teſting a ſmall cane he held in his hand 
on the ſhoulder of Charles; © the pau- 
per boy, juſt ſtarted up into,a wou'd 
be gentleman, by the aid of that pri- 
mitive milk and water ſoul Henry 
Herman: liſten to me, and I will tell 
you all about it.” He then; in a moſt 
ludicrous manner, began informing his 
companions, together with what by- 
ſtanders his vociferous loud talking 
had collected round him, and who 
were a ſet of ignorant countrymen, 
when and where he had met with 
Charles, deſeribing the meanneſs of his 
dteſs with every aggravation his mali- 
dons diſfpoſition could furniſh him 
7 E with ; 
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with; 'and then proceeded to load 
Henry Herman with the moſt oppro- 
brious appellations, obſerving, that his 
grandmother's bequeſt, and his father's 
fondneſs, occaſioned him to ſuppoſe 
he had a right to raiſe a regiment of 
gentlemen and gentlewomen, for that 
all the poor in the village were grown 
ſo ſaucy, from his encouragement, that 
there was no bearing them. ; 
Charles, who had remained ex- 
tremely uneaſy while himſelf was the 
ſubject of diſcourſe, and would cer 
tainly have anſwered him then, had 
he not been prevented by Frank Wat- 
ſon's holding him tight by the arm, 
and whiſpering him not to regard it, 
now darted forward, and facing Robert 
Sylwne, 


THE ales 75 
Sylwne, Ho addreſſed him :—* I have 
diſregarded whatever you thought pro- 
per. to ſay concerning me, Maſter 
Sylwne, though I am not conſcious of 
having given you any offence to juſtify 
the inſults 1 have this day received, 
but I cannot bear to hear my dear be- 
nefactor and all his, family reviled, for 
their uniform goodneſs to their fellow 
creatures: tis well you are not heard 
by thoſe more able to ſpeak in their 
defence than I am, or you would pro- 
bably, depart this place more creſt 
fallen than the poor pariſh boy, as you 
have been pleaſed to repreſent me.” 
Robert, enraged at the freedom with 
which he was anſwered, ſeized Charles 
by the collar, and would have handled 
him very roughly, but. was prevented _ 


E2 2 
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by Frank Watſon, who, rouſed to ex- 
ertion by the idea of the conſequences 
that might attend any further alterca- 
tion, ſeized Robert Sylwne by the 
arm, and told him, © He ſhould have 
imagined good manners would have 
= reſtrained him from inſulting Charles 
4 Curtis while he was with him; and as 
I never,” he continued, loſe ſight of 
the reſpect due to you, in the perſon 
of your companions, be they who they 
may, I certainly have a right to expect 
the ſame indulgence ; I therefoxe re- 
queſt we may be permitted to depart 
this place without further moleſtation ; 
you well know I deteſt all riot.” 


| "Robert had  quitted his hold of 
n and * without inter- 
ruption 
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ruption till Frank had ended; he then 
_ replied : © Far be it from me to wiſh 
to give you offence, Watſon ; I ſhall 
for this time take no more notice of the 
matter, though I cannot help ſaying, 
I did not fuppoſe you would have 
choſe a boy kept on charity for your 
companion; however, he may thank 
you for whole bones at preſent—1 ſhall 
find ſome other oP to Pay off - 
old Ps x 


As Frank and Charles had walked 
away while Robert was ſpeaking, the 
laſt words were not heard by Frank; 
but Charles caught every ſyllable. His 
ſpirits had been greatly agitated dur- 
ing the above tranſactions; it had been 
a painful effort to overcome the indig- 

E 3 nation 


— 
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nation that aroſe in his breaſt at the 
injurious treatment he had received 
from Robert Sylwne ; and though he 

was ever ready to acknowledge the 
great obligations he lay under to his 
youthful benefaQor, his feelings had 
been greatly wounded, by being made 
97 the ſport of a ſet of uninformed ruſtics, 
who, wherever they ſaw him in future, 
might think themſelves authoriſed, in 

the example ſet them by a ſuperior, to 
turn him into ridicule. In ſuch re- 
flections as theſe Charles indulged 
himſelf during their walk home; nor 

was he often interrupted by Frank, for 
his ſpirits, never very high, were al- 


moſt equally depreſſed with Charles“ * 
| from the ſame occurrence, 
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Before they parted, however, Charles 
made him promiſe to keep the matter 
| ſecret, as he well knew it would give 
Mr. Herman uneaſineſs, which ſooner 
than do, he could be content, he 
| thought, to ſuffer torture. Gratitude, 
my dear readers, is a noble attribute, 


and ought to be cheriſhed with the ot » 


greateſt care: in the breaſt of Charles 
Curtis it glowed with the pureſt 
warmth, for the ſoil was congenial. 


Mr. Herman aſked Charles, on re- | 


turn, « If he had been amuſed ?” He 
anſwered, © Not much; -” and as he 


found himſelf far from well, obtained 
permiſſion tq retire early. | 


He paſled a reſtleſs night, and when 


E 4 he 
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he would have ariſen in the morning 

he found himſelf unequal to the taſk, 

from a dreadful pain in the back 

part of his head, occafioned, no doubt, 
by the fall given — by Robert 
| one 


\ 


When Mrs. Herman underſtood he 
* ill, ſhe viſited him, and ſent in- 
ſtantly for the medical attendant of the | 


family, for finding him inclined to fe- 


ver, and hearing him complain of his 


head, ſhe concluded he had exerciſed 


„too much the day before, and over - 


heated himſelf. Mr. Champion, on his 


arrival, agreed with ber in opinion, 


and as the feyer continued to increaſe, 
recommended he ſhould be kept very 


ule; which, web the medicines he 
ſhould 
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mould ſend, he hoped would carry off 
the diſorder, without its arriving to 


any conſequence. 


Henry was expected home the next 
day, and Mrs. Herman gave ſtrict or- 
ders the apothecary's directions ſhould 
be minutely followed; for as ſhe well 
knew the great affeQion her ſon had 
for Charles, ſhe was fearful of the ill 
effect the intelligenee of his ilhneſs 
might have on him, and flattered ber- 
ſelf eare and due attention in adminiſ- 
tering the medicine would carry off the 6 


chreatened diſorder by the next day; 


not that ſhe was indifferent to him on 
bis own account ; on the contrary, ſhe 
was very partial to him: indeed the 
fweetnefs of his diſpoſition rendered 

- E 3 him 
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I him a general favorite throughout the 
| | whole houſe, : 

| On the arrival of Henry at home, he 

found his friend in a very dangerous 

ſtate; the fever had fiſen in the night 

to a moſt alarming height, and when 

Mir. Champion called, he requeſted a 

phyſician might be. ſent for, |. To re- 

preſent the affliction it threw him into 

would be impoſſible, I ſhall therefore 

leave it to the imagination of thoſe 

who poſſeſs hearts equally ſenſible. 


In the afternoon, after Henry's re- 
| turn, Frank Watſon called at Mr. 
Hlerman's, and being informed Henry 
£ was returned, entered the drawing 

room, to inquire perſonally concern- 
ing 


- lf 
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Ring the health of Charles; on his en- 
trance he found him alone. He in 
very forcible terms lamented the ill- 
neſs of his favorite, and interrogated 
Frank as to the exerciſe they had uſed 
the day of the fair, imputing the ſtate 
he then lay in to their imprudence: 
Frank, thrown off his guard, and ca- 
ger to exculpate himſelf, unthinkingly 
anſwered, The fault was Robert 
Sylwne's. Aſtoniſhed by this reply, 
Henry queſtioned, and as he had gone 
too far to recede, obtained every infor- 


mation on the ſubject in the power o * 
Frank to afford him, though he ac- * 


knowledged he had given his promife 
to Charles Curtis not to divulge the 
manner in which * (Charles) had 
been treated. | T7 fp 
6 The 
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The danger of his friend, added to 
the hatred Henry Herman had to ſuck. 
a mode of conduct, gave rife to the 
utmoſt indignation in his mind, when 
the whole was fairly diſcloſed; and 
reflection convinced him of the ne- 
ceſſity ſome ſtop ſhould be put to the 
atrocities ſo. frequently committed by 
Robert Sylwne againſt an unoffending 
lad, whoſe misfortunes ought to bans. 


been his nn, 


8 fought hin father, Gia 15 
priſed him as much as he himſelf had 
been, when he repeated what he had 

juſt learnt.— With your permiſſion, 
my dear fir,” | ſaid Henry, I will 
wait on Robert Sylwne, and endeavour 
to convince him how derogatory he is 
Ps 4 acting 


THE Anse. 88 


acting to the ſtation; he holds in life, 
thus to purſue with his batred one 
whoſe diſpoſition is incapable of giving 
olfence ; and ii I cannot bring him to 
reaſon that WAY, I will caution. him 
againſt! the con ſequenees to be appre- 
hended, ſhould he perſevere till he has 
forced you to bn the cauſe of 
Charles.“ 


After muſing a few moments, Mr. 
Herman replied—** I have no objec- 
tion, ſon, to your going, becauſe I am 
ſure you will not exceed the bounds, 
of propriety in your diſcourſe; and 
I really think that wicked youth ought 
to have a curb placed on his vile ac- 
tions : beſides, notwithſtanding the re- 
ſpeQ I have for Mr, Syhrne, and feel 

ve - for 
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for him in having ſo ungracious a 
child, I am determined to protect 
Charles Curtis, when aggrieved - un- 
juſtly, with all my power. Go then, 
my dear boy; and may ſueceſs attend 
your endeavours to ſettle the difference 
amicably;* E e 


— 
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by this viſit, for, when he pleaſed, 
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Henry haſtened to the houſe of 
Mr. Sylwne, and finding, on inquiry, 
that Robert was at home, and alone, 
was ſhewn into the room where he | 
ſat : he ſtarted at his entrance, but {4 
ſoon recovered himſelf ſufficiently to 

thank him for the honour he did him EL 


few could exceed him in politeneſs, 
+ The motive of my viſit, Maſter 
Sylwne, this morning, was not cere- 
mony,” ſaid Henry; it Was juſtice 
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to the injured that brought me here.” 
The injured !” replied, Robert, evi- 
dently confuſed; * really, fir, I cannot 
comprehend to what you allude,”—**-I 
will explain myſelf inſtantly,” anſwer- 
ed Henry: Charles Curtis lies at this 
time in a dangerous ſituation, which 
probably may terminate fatally, entire- 
ly owing to your wanton, not te ſay, 
cruel treatment; it is not my wiſh, to 
give you any offene, buy you weſt be 
certain in your on mind, that the man · 
ner in which, you conducted yourſelf 
at the fair was in; the higheſt degree re · 
prehenſible. I think,“ intertupted 
Robert, you take great. liberties ; by 
what zight do you lecture me? As to 
the upſtart boy ven mention, What 
8 have Ito do with his illneſs? he ſhould 
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learn the reſpect due to his ſuperiors.” 
I never heard he was wanting in re- 
ſpe& where due, returned Henry; 
% and am certain, in the inſtance I 
allude to, he was entirely without 


blame: had there been no witnefs of 


his conduct, his own feeble teſtimony, 


oppoſed to your's, Maſter Sylwne, 


might have been diſbelieved by many, 
not that I ſhould have doubtad for a 
moment; but Frank Watfon,/wti#fih. 


formed me of the whole tranſact ion, is 
too reſpeRablefar even you to attempt 
contradiction.“ Well, fir,” replied | 


Robert, and ſuppaſe 1 choſe to reſent 
at that time an offence I had received 
before, am I obliged to be anſwerable 


to you for my conduct ? 4 Certainly # 
not.“ anſwered: Henry hut hadyou  ; 


* e 1 N. ; — 


* 
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any regard to your own character, any 
wiſh to preferve the peace of your 
worthy father, you would act very dif- 
ferently: from the ſituation in Which 
it has pleaſed Providence to place you, 
much is expected from you. We have 
both been highly favoured ; and ſhould 
we not ſtrive to raiſe the ſinking heart, 
rather than, by oppreſſion, and the re- 
ſentment of imaginary injuries, ſhew 
© ouffelves unworthy the favours we re- 
ceiveꝰ But as'I do not wiſh to intrude 
on your time, Maſter Sylwne, 1 ſhall 
only add, that I am very ſorry to ob- 
ſerve the little contrition you ſhew for 
che part you have acted towards Charles 
Curtis; and to caution you (ſhould it 
pleaſe; Heayen to reſtore him) againſt 
. him in future, it being the 
. N determination 
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determination of my father to protect 
him from every ſpecies of inſult, which 
he commiſſioned me, before J left him, 
to inform you of; and as he knows the 
affection I entertain for him, I am con- 
vinced he is fincere—you will do well, 
therefore, to reflect ſeriouſly on what 
have told you, and not bring trouble 
on your affectionate parent, by follow- 
ing the dictates of an imperious, ma- 
levolent, and turbulent diſpoſition * 
Henry, without waiting for an an- 
ſwer from Robert, left the houſe, and. 
on his return home had the pleaſure to 
hear that his friend was conſiderably 
better: this intelligence was the moſt 
pleaſing he had for a long time been 


told, ; and he baden L 


= 


enjoy | 
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q! enjoy the news by ocular demonſtra- 
tion. Charles was ſo much better, as 
to have obtained leave of the doctor 
for his riſing, that his bed might be 
made more comfortable, and received 
Henry with extreme ſatisfaction; no 
mention was, however, made of any 
thing that had paſſed previous to his 
illneſs, as his friend judged the ſubject 
ought not to be brought forward until 
his recovery was in a conſiderable fiate 
2 3 of forwardneſs, as he very rightly ſup- 
F poſed the ſenſe he entertained of the in- 
[Fult given in ſo grafs a manner had 
been the de reaſon of his con- 
finement. | 
2 | 3 a 2 
From that day Charles began to 
mend, and in the courle of the fort- 
night 


- THE FRIENDS. 93 


night was yell enough to be informed 
of the viſit Henry had made to Ro- 


bert Sylwne, and the determination of 


Mr. Herman to prote& him equally 


with his own ſon. Robert having 


reflected, after the departure of Henry; 
on the converſation they had had, be- 

#eame thoroughly perſuaded in his on 
minds, that Mr. Herman was deter- 
mined, in good earneſt, to protect 


Charles Curtis, and that it would be 


bad policy in him to purſue him 
openly with any rancour: he well 


knew his father was as yet a ſtranger 


to every thing that had lately hap= 
pened between them, and he would by 
no means have wiſhed him to have 
been informed of any pant of his con- 


dud in regard to ChanlevF for as ar | 
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always prevailed with him over every 
other confideration, he was fearful, 
ſhould he ſeriouſly offend his father, 
he would bequeath from him ſuch part 
olf his property as was at his own diſ- 
poſal. Neither duty nor affection had 
any ſhare in his fear, for he was inca- 
© pable of either; but his love of riches, % 
which enabled him to gratify his ruling 
paſſions, was ſo great, that he would 
not have ſcrupled to give up even his 
favorite project of injuring Charles 
Curtis, and mortifying Henry Herman, 
to that conſideration; but as he had 
promiſed nothing, he reſolved to let 
the matter reſt for the preſent, and 
not, at leaſt for a time, again moleſt 
one whoſe virtues and goodneſs had 


ralſed him fuch powerful protectors. 
„ | . Charles 
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Charles having gained ſtrength was 
once more enabled to join the family, 
and continued to receive freſh proofs 
of the friendſhip of his young bene- 
factor; and Mr. Herman, having made 
due obſervation on his temper. and 


talents, found himſelf every day more 
and more inclined to aecede to the 
wiſhes of Henry, and as ſoon as he 
came of a proper age, to try his inte- 
reſt, Which was great, in getting him 
into a ſituation under government.” He 
had nearly made up his mind on the 
ſubject, when one day a large party of 
gentlemen dined with him by invita- 
tion. Among the number was one 
whoſe name was Caſtleton: he had 
lately become proprietor” of an eſtate 
ſituated fix miles from Hernan IA. 
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nor; he was remarkable for an air of 
thoughtfulneſs, that appeared by in- 
dulgence to have become habitual, 
and- his complexion evidently proved 
his having been an inhabitant of a 
"warmer climate. Mr. Herman had met 
him at the houſe of Mr. Melmouth, 
"and on underſtanding he was ſoon to © 
reſide near them, had ſent the invita- 
tion that now brought him to his 
table. d 90 


* 
. 


* 


EN OM 


During the time of dinner he ate 
removed his eyes from Chafles Curtis 
for # moment; and when, on Mrs. 
Herman's rifing to withdraw, Charles 
and Henty roſe do accompany her, his 
t ſeemed to grow uneaſy ; at laſt 
hquired of the gentleman who ſat 

next 
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next him, © If both thoſe fine youths 
who had juſt. left the room were the 
ſons of Mr. Herman? and on being 
told only the eldeſt, he eagerly ex- 
claimed, 10 Who, ſiß then, is the 
other?” The gentleman, ſurpriſed at 
his earneſt manner of ſpeaking, and 
- much embarraſſed by the queſtion, as 
he had heard the ſtory of Charles very 


imperfectly, referred him to Mr. Her- 


man for intelligence, who replied, 
As there are none but friends pre- 
ſent, who will not accuſe me of a too 
great . parental. partiality, I will relate 
all I know of this youth; and not- 
withſtanding I have it not in my 


power to claim any affinity to him, he 


is, and ſhall ever remaig the adopted 


ſharer of my affection. He then, in 


So 


. d 
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-a circumſtantial manner, related the 
accident that firſt introduced him to 
the knowledge of Henry, of whoſe 
conduct the company expreſſed their 
approbation by the loudeſt applauſes. 
When he came to the account: Charles 
gave of himſelf, Mr. Caſtleton liſtened, 
as if fearful even his breath would in- 
terrupt him; and when he purſued 
the thread of his narrative, and re- 
peated, My name is Charles Curtis,” 
he ſtarted from his ſeat, and loudly ex- 
claimed, Curtis!“ but inſtantly re- 
covering himſelf, begged pardon, and 
deſtred he would proceed. He conti- 
nued much agitated. during the recital; 
but when the name of Bruce” met 
his ear, he claſped his hands together, 
Ragged from his feat Win, and having 
uttered, 
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uttered, © My dear ſiſter, are you, 
then gone! What an inhuman wretch 
have I been!” burſt into a flood of 
tears, unmindful of the company who 


crowded round him, to render that 
aſſiſtance he appeared to ſtand in need of. 


In a ſhort time he was collected enough 


to requeſt he might be indulged with , 


the company of Charles Curtis, who, 
from every circumſtance he had heard, 
he conjectured to be his nephew: he 


a fight of the mourning ring, mention- 
ed as, the property of the deceaſed 
Mrs; Curtis, as though he bad few 
doubts the fight of that would eluci- 
date the matter. 


Fa 


Mr. Herman, Fo had k been a good 
9 F 2 f . deal 


likewiſe entreated to be favoured with 


_ 
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deal hurried during the foregoing 
ſcene, now retired, to impart what had 
happened to Charles, and to prepare 


his young mind for the ſurprize that 
- awaited him. On his entering the 


drawing room the change in his coun- 
tenance alarmed his affectionate wife, 
and ſhe aſked © What had happened ?” 
in a tremulous voice.—** Nothing un- 


| pleaſant, my love,” he returned; © and 


if you will liſten patiently, and pro- 
miſe as much for both thoſe boys, 1 
will make you all partakers of the 


happy ſenſations. that have at this 
time poſſeſſion of my breaſt.” Each 


promiſed for themſelyes ; and Mr. 


Herman, drawing Charles cloſe to him, 


thus began: : 


* „ rt. I believe, 
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; « I believe, my dear Charles, that 
| you have never, ſince the fortunate 
hour my beloved ſon reſcued you from 
the brutal power of young Sylwne, 
wiſhed yourſelf releaſed from the pa- 
tronage I with ſo much pleaſure af- 
forded your helpleſs frame—Anſwer 
me not, I have not yet done—But, 
notwithſtanding we have been equally 
happy in each other, I ſhould eſteem. 
myſelf the moſt ſelfiſh: of human be- 
ings. was I not to encourage the evi- 
dent partiality Mr. Caſtleton has this 
day imbibed in your favour, though I 
own I ſhall part with you with great 
reluctance. —“ Part with me, . | 
exclaimed the agitated youth: ** do 
not part with me! Make me uſeſul in 
any wanner—L will gladly undgggke 


F a 


, 


« \ 
* 


* 
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any thing, rather than leave your dear 


family and my ſtill dearer benefaftor!” 
ſeizing the hand of Henry, who fat in 
his chair motionleſs, —** Alas! what 
can 1: have done to offend,” continued 
he, that I am to be denied the bleſſ- 
ing of your company and example. 
Entreat for me, that my ſentence may 
be reverſed!” . . 


vou have done nothing to offend, 
my dear boy, I am well. convinced,” 
interrupted Henry; and then tyraing 
to his father, begged he would explain 
the meaning of the diſcourſe: he had 


juſt heard. Mr. Herman, after he had 


defired Charles to be compoſed, relat- 


ed all that had occurred in the partour, 


angJeaving him to the care of his 
» #* wife, 


THE FRIENDS, 103 


wife, haſtened with the ring to Mr. 


Caſtleton, who was impatiently expect- 
ing him. On the ring was engraved, 
+ James Bruce, obiit Sept. 11, 1759; 
which he had no ſooner read, than he de- 


clared it had been given by him to his 


ſiſter at the death of their father, —* I 
have now no doubts; my dear fir,” faid 
he, addreſſing Mr. Herman, Charles 
Curtis is my nephew—the child of my 


_ deareſt ſiſter, who, from my inhuma- 
nity, was driven to the loweſt ebb of 


povegty ; and had not the goodneſs of 
an all-wiſe Providence ordained you 


the protector of his helpleſs. youth, 


might have been now ſtruggling in in- 


digence; even if the precepts. he re- 
ceived from his examplary mother had 
preſerved him from infamy : tagou, 

| F4 therefore, 


< 
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, 
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therefore, I offer my humble gratitude, 
for his preſervation, and for my being 
once more, through your means, ena- 
bled to look forward for more than I 
expected, a few years of happineſs, en- 
joyed in the company of that beloved 
boy. But may I not now be permit- 
ted to claſp him in my arms, and ac- 
wow him to whom he dwes his ori- 
gin.” Mr. Herman rang the bell, and 
defired a ſervant to inform Charles 


Curtis and his ſon their company was 
. requeſted, On- their entrance Mr. 
Caſlleton ruſhed forward, and caught 
Charles to his breaſt with parental 


eagerneſs, Who, as ſoon as he could 
diſengage himſelf, dropped on his 
-knee, and aſſured his uncle he ſhould 
cver be ready, by his attentions, to 


— 
oe 


„ evince 
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evince the duty he felt for him. Mr. 
Caſtleton acknowledged himſelf mach 
gratified by his behaviour; and turn- 
ing to Mr. Herman, told him he was 
ready, whenever he requeſted it, to 
relate the circumſtances that had ren- 
dered an alien to his ſiſter, and 
occaſioned his nephew to be obliged 
to his humanity for ſupport and pro- 
= tection.— We will, if you pleaſe, 
fir,” replied Mr. Herman, adjourn 
to the drawing room, and take a cup 
of coffee; after which, if you find 
yourſelf equal to the fatigue your ſpi- 
rits already ſufficiently flurried) muſt 


neceſſarily undergo from ſo painful | 


a recital, Mrs. Herman, as well as my- 
ſelf, ſhall eſteem Vurſelves obliged to 
you ; for nothing that relates to our 
99 | * 9383 * 
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: * 


dear Charles can be unintereting to 
us.” 


Mr. Caſtleton bowed, and Charles 
kiſſed the hand of his benefactor. They 
then repaired to the drawing room; 


and after the tea equipage had been 


_—— Cx he eo 


_ lows, | . 
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cHAP. vil. 


" My father was a Weſt India Mer- 
chant, whoſe commercial connections 
were extenfive ; myſelf and fiſter were 
the only children he ever had, as my 
mother died when we were young. — 
Amelia was the moſt gentle Of her ſex, - 
*with a delicate, pleaſing perſon; ſlice * 
was poſſeſſed of a moſt excMietigdiſpo- | 
Stion. I felt for her the ſtrongeſt fra- 
| ternal affectiom, and have frequently 
wondered at the unnatural behaviour 
* my fathepy®Whio could. not he pre- 
l E 6 . | * 
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vailed on by the unwearied aſſiduity 
offithe lovely girl to hold her in any 
eſtimation ; he ever - ſhowed the moſt 
careleſs indifference towards her, and 
the ſums expended in her education 
he would frequently ſay was money 
thrownaway, although his pride would 
not allow him to reſtrain her eagerneſs 
- for learning : of me, on the contrary, 
he was immoderately fond; nothing 1 
555 ever aſked was refuſed, and whatever 
money 1 requeſted was given with the 
greateſt cheerfulneſs, without even - 
- queſtion. , My dear ſiſter ſhared with 
me what Icceived, as but for that ſhe 
” muſt many times have appeared ina 
- _ humiliating manner. Not to tire you 
by too long a detail, I ſhall only in- 
form you, that thing continued in this 


. 
q manner 
1 * a 
© " 
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manner till Lhad attained my two and 
twentieth, and Amelia her eighteenh 
year, When our father was one day 
brought home from Change in a ſtate 
of inſenſibility, and, notwithſtanding 
every poſſible aſſiſtance, expired the 
next day, without his recollection hav- 
ing returned for one minute. 

To repreſent our aflidion at this 4 
melancholy event would be as vain as 
needleſs, my fiſter's affection for h 
father being unbounded ; and had 1 
not regretted him, I muſt have been 
the moſt ungrateful of all*reated be- 
ings. When the will was opened; it 
appeared he had, a: fewlegacies and 
dive hundred pounds to Amelia only 
5 us * me the whole of his pro- 
* , 
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perty, which conſiſted of a very large 
lum in the public funds, beſides a con- 
fiderable eſtate in Jamaica. The in- 
juſtice I could not but think was done 
my fiſter, by this unequal diſtribution, 
determined me in an idea I had long 
- entertained, that it ſhould be my care 
to make up to her any deficiency of 
fortune, which my father's partiality to 
me gave every reaſon to expect would 
one day leave it in my power to do. 
Not a murmer dropt from the dear gia! 
when ſhe heard of the trifle her father 
had bequeathed her; and ſhe received 
tune, and intreaties that the would 
the warmeſt expreflions of gratitude. 
As I was certain of retaining my fa- 
* | | > ther's 


* 
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ther's correſpondents, I ſtill continued 
the buſineſs; my ſiſter 3 
2 of the houſe, 25 


4 e the clerks employed in the 
counting houſe, was a young man, 
whoſe name was Charles Curtis; he had 
been left an orphan when very young, 
and as my father was not deficient in 
humanity, and came to the knowledge 
of his deſtitute fituation by the means 
of a friend, he took him, and beftowed 
on him ſuch an education as enabled 
him at fixteen to be taken into the 
counting houſe: as his diſpoſition was 
good. and his integrity firm, my father 
his will.— I felt for him the maſt cor- 


00 
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dial friendſhip: he was the conſtant 
bompanion of myſelf and Amelia; and 
being ſo extremely fond of my ſiſter, 
I never paid any attention to the aſſi- 
duity of Charles, nor imagined he 
thought of her, but as mau of 
_ His late bettefaQor. Senn & 
ier ne en 043350 1435 3151 £355 
nen Hiring ſome weighty tranſactions 
in St. Domingo i in an unpleaſant ſtate, 
my perſonal ifiterference became neceſ- 
ary, and 1 depärted for that 10and, 
leaving affairs at home in the hands of 
Curtis. I was abſent twelve months ; 
when, having ſettled all to my ſatisfac- 
tion, L returned, and found every thing 
at home in exact order. How could 
J ever forget ſach juſt and punctual 
dealings M n greatly at 


e | my 
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| Py 
my FIR yet 1 thei zht I obſerved a 


hidden grief: her countenance would 
frequently be overcaſt, and ſhe had loſt 
that innocent ſprightlineſs that ren- 
dered her ſo faſcinating. I had ſeveral 
times requeſted to be informed of the rea- 
ſon, but had always been put by with 
evaſive anſwers; when, having impor- 
tuned her one day more than uſual, ſhe 

owned ſhe was fearful of my anger, as | 


1 * a refuſal, ſhould my conſent 
me had ventured: to the al- 
ar with the man of her heart. He 
| Wap then, ſurely, be undeſerving your 
regard, Amelia, I replied, concealing 
my inward; perturbation, ' or you 
would not be fearful of my ready com- 
pliance to render you happy. But 
who is the fortunate purchaſer of your 
| valuable 
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valuable heart . Will not my dear 
brother,” ſhe anſwered, feel the bonds 
of friendſhip ſtrengthened by the ties 
of affinity,”—** Is it, then, the villain 
Curtis,“ I replied, ** who, forgetful of 
the benefits heaped upon him, has dar- 


_ ed ts ſteal the affection of my ſifler, 


and drawn her into a marriage injurious 
to her, and diſgraceful to his bene- 
oo cc 


The tears and fighs of my A o f f 
almoſt adored ſiſter had no power os | 
my rage; in vain ſhe pleaded for h 

beloved Charleg—I ſent for him, and 
diſcharged him from his employ, and on 
my ſiſter's refuſing to comply with my 
_ requeſt; (chat e ſhould hold uo con- 


verſe with her huſband), though that 


* 
\ 


* 


* 
. 
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refuſal was delivered in the mildeſt 
manner, I inſiſted ſhe ſhould leave my 
| houſe, and retiring to my library, in- 

cloſd bills to the amount of five hun- 
dred and fifty pounds, which, in a me- 
morandum that 1 likewiſe incloſed, I 
informed her was the amount of the 
fortune, with intereſt, that was' left her 
by her father; nor could her utmoſt 
entreaties prevail on me to ſee her a- 
gain. She left the houſe that night, 
and every letter or meſſage from her, 

and my ſo late regarded friend; were 
treated with the utmoſt contempt; nay, 
I carried my reſentment ſo far, that, on 

a merchant's applying to me for a 
character of him, I warned him from 
taking a villain. inte his ſervice, when 


even juſtice ſhould have led me- to 
| ſpeak 
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ſpeak of his n as a man, how- 
ever private pique might have .timu- 
lated me to hold him at a diſtance-from 
my affections as a brother. 


My fiſter- had not left me more 
than three months, when ſome affairs 
relative to my eſtate called for my per- 
ſonal preſence in Jamaica ; being diſ- 
guſted with trade ſince the death of my 
father, I diſcharged my clerks, and put 
my affairs in train for adjuſtment, as I 


Had come to the reſolution of. living for 


the ae independent 
| 4 4 _=_ ' . | 

FIT, © v1] ſailed for. ous weltermippiſeſon: 

with a mind ill at caſe; Amelia preſſ- 

ed heavy on my heart; but I could not 

wins myſelf to iche W of re- 


ceiving 
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ceiving Curtis as her huſband, and 1 
well knew any freſn attempt I could 
make to draw her from the man ſhe had 
attended to the altar, and vowed ſo- 
lemnly to obey, would prove abortive; 
yet every league that conveyed me far- 
ther from the land of my nativity, and 
from that dear filter, whom, ſtrange as 
it might appear, I ſtill loved beyond 

every | earthly bleſſing, added freſh 
| pangs to my man Vasen mind.” Le 


After © favourablä paſſage, I ar- 
rived ſafely at Jamaica, and took a 
houſe in Kingſton, my eſtate lying an 
ea ride diſtagt from that town : for 
ſome time the zloom on my ſpirits pre- 
vented my aſſociating with the planters 
; and gentlemen, who ſought my com- 


Ir 
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pany, and from whom I had received 
preſſing invitations, but at length 1 
ſuered myſelf to be prevailed on; and 

found cy one Wit Pin AN 


8 « Though I always ee the 
females, I had never met any one with 
whom I could have wiſhed to paſs my 
days, till, at the houſe of a gentleman, 
with whoſe family I had become very 
intimate, I met a young lady, his ward, 

who appeared to me to poſſeſs every | 
qualification likely to form the good 
wife, and every accompliftynent to 
render her an entertaining companion. 

Her fortune 1 had never theatll; for 1 
had never inquired—1 was latisfied 
with what I enjoyed, and judged it 
_ ſuſficient. The more 1 ſaw of 
this 
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this. lady the more my partiality in- 
creaſed; and as ſhe received the atten - 
tions I paid her apparently with more 
pleaſure than from any other, I ven- 
tured to ſolicit her guardian for per- 
miſſion to addreſs her: he only ſmiled, 
and referred me for an anſwer to julia 
Caſtleton, ſach being her name. My 
propoſitions were favourably received: 
and on relating the ſucceſs I had met 
with to my friend, he aſtoniſned me by 
ſaying her fortune was immenſe ; and 


when he ſaw the confuſion I appeared 


in at the intelligence, informed me he 
ſuſpected, that, had he related this 
circumſtance at the time I ſolicited his 
conſent, it might have thrown a bar 
in the way of two people, whoſe hap- 
pineſs he was moſt anxious to pro- 

mote, 
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mote, as he Was no ſtranger, he added, | 
to my peculiar way of thinking. He 
then proceeded to inform me, that 
Miſs Caſtleton was the orphan, child 
of two of his deareſt friends; that 
the property ſhe enjoyed from her 
parents was ſmall; but that her grand 
father had left to her the whole. of 
his poſſeſſions, with thus. only. pro- 
 viſo—that.the- man of her choice 
ſhould, previous to receiving her hand, 
take the name of Caſtleton, which he 
5 imagined I could ſtate no objection to, 
there being none more honourable in 
the iſland. I anſwered, . That though 

I ſhould much rather tranſmit my fa- 

milly name to poſterity, yet Julia was ; 
* too dear to me to make it a matter of 

controverly.” Sale it to ſay, in 


. 5 — 1 nine\, 
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nine montas after my arrival I was at- 
tended to church by my friend, and 
received from him the hand of my 
amiable Julia, one of the beſt and moſt 
worthy of her ſex. The conditions of 
her grandfather's will had been duly 
obſerved, and I took the name I now 
bear, which, doubtleſs, rendered abor- 
tive every inquiry my dear ſiſter made 
after me, as ſhe knew nothing of thoſe 


events. 


In twelve months my wife preſent. 
ed me with a fon, which added greatly 
to my happineſs, notwithſtanding I 
had ſuppoſed it incapable of addition: 
one only pang remained, and that was 
the fate of my fiſter. As I had related 
the whole to Julia, ſhe adviſed I ſhould 

G fend 
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ſend toEngland, and endes Ar to heal 
the breach that had ſo long, from a 
miſtaken reſentment on my fide,” ſub- 
ſiſted. I did fo, but could never obtain 
any certain intelligence: T heard, in- 
deed, that my ſiſter had had a fon; but 
whether he, his father, or mother ſtill 
exiſted, was a matter of doubt. 


2 My wife next propofed that we 
ſhould, as ſoon as convenient, go our- 
felves to England, and ſuggeſted the 
idea, to ſooth my mind, that we ſhould 
be more ſucceſsful but her fituation 
was ſuch as prevented our taking the 
voyage for fome months. Alas my Ju- 
lia was a bleffingT was ſhortly to be de- 
prived of; for, after the birth of a 

daughter at the expected time, and 


when 
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when I was in the very act of return- 
ing my thankſgiving to the Almighty 
for her preſervation, I had intelligence 
brought me in my cloſet, that my 
deareſt partner lay at the point of 
death, and, without I was very quick, 
I ſhould loſe even the poor conſolation 
of ſeeing her breathe again. I haſtened 
my knees by the bedfide ; but though 
ſhe was thoroughly ſenfible, the power 
of articulation was denied her, and' ſte 
could only preſs my hand feebly be- 
tweets both hers, and by the movement 
of herlips appeared to be praying. I 
acquired fortitude enough at that time 
to reſtrain the tide of grief that feemed 
ready to overwhelm me; but the laſt 
figh had ſcarce eſcaped her lips, when 

| G 2 its 
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its violence bore down every-oppolſi- 
tion, and I was conveyed to my cham- 
ber, 5 1125 


A violent fitof illneſs followed; nor 
did I recover the full power of recol- 
lection till my Julia had been three 

months conveyed to the peaceful tomb 
of her anceſtors; the ſame-friendwho 
had officiated at the altar-to make me 
happy, taking on himſelf, during my 
| Rate of inſenſibility, the mournful 
talk of ſeeing the funeral - rites per- 
formed: he loved her as a daughter, 
and fincerely lamented her death. 


On the reſtoration of my faculties, 

I eagerly inquired for my children : 
George was * me, and I found 
a a pleaſing 
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a pleaſing; though mournful conſola- 
tion, in tracing in his infant face a 
likeneſs to his beloved mother; the 
young Julia, for ſuch they informed 
me ſhe had been named, was given to 
the care of a nurſe. well qualified to 
afford her the proper nouriſhment. —It 
was a long time before I regained my 
ſtrength: the loſs of my wife had 
brought my fiſter more forcibly to my 
recolle&ion, and I continually accuſed 
mpſelf. of having, by my own inhu- 
manity, driven an affectionate friend 


from my councils—and, except my 


children, I felt as alone in the world, 
without one endearing connection.— 
The hand of fate had not yet with- 
drawn its ſcourge; for ſcarcely had! 
lamented my Julia fix months, when 

8 63 my 


* 
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my George, my beloved ſon, was ſeized 
with the ſmall pox, and torn from my 
parental arms by the grim tyrant, 
Once again I ſunk beneath the ſtroke, - 
and continued for ſome months in ſo 
doubtful a way, that the medical pro- 
feſſors knew not how to deliver a poſi- 
tive opinion; but having naturally a 
ſtrong conſtitution, my health flowly 
returned, though my ſpirits had re- 
ceived fo ſevere a wound, that for five 
years 1 continued in a mghancholy 
ſtate little ſhort of inſanity. The 
friend I have ſo often mentioned be- 
fore tranſacted my affairs, it being im- 
poſſible to draw my attention to any 
thing ; even the little prattle of my 
daughter loſt its effect. At the end of 
that period it pleaſed the all-wife diſ- 
wo = poſer 


0 
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poſer of events to permit me to rouſe 
from this dreadful lethargy of ſorrow, 
and J ſoon after came to the reſolution 
of leaving a ſpot where I had known 
both happineſs and grief in a ſuperla- 
tive degree, as ſoon as the neceſſary 
arrangements could be made. I left the 
iſland with my little Julia, and on my 
return took the earlieſt opportunity of 
perſonally ſeeking my ſiſter. I viſited 
the houſe. in which ſhe bad reſided at the 
lime. her ſon was born; but as ſhe left 
it ſoon after that event, and went into 
the city to hive, (her huſband baving 
got ſome. employ- in a commercial 
houſe) the people could inform me no 
farther. I traced out the houſe where 
Curtis had been engaged, and under- 
Rood he had remained there, with an 

G 4- unblemiſhed 
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unblemiſhed character, till a putrid fe- 
ver attacked him, and he was obliged 


to relinquiſh his clerkſhip: he had, 


they ſaid, retired with his wife and 
child into-the country, as they learnt 
from the people in whoſe houſe they 


lodged, (when they ſent to inquire) 
the wife being but juſt recovered from 


a ſimilar illneſs. I uſed every means! 
could deviſe to gain further informa. 
tion, even advertiſing in the public 


papers, but never could procure P 


leaſt, intimation reſpecting them. 


have been in England three years, and, 


except the time of the ſchool vaca- 
tions, which brings home ry little 


- Juba, now turned of eight years old, 


whoſe innocent endearments beguile 


the tedious hours, I can ſafely ſay, I 


have 
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have never experienced ſo truly happy 
à period, as fance I have known your 
hoſpitable family; for the recovery of 
my dear nephew has exhilarated my 
almoſt dormant feelings; and I hope 
the joint intereſt of my dear girl, and 
this deſerving boy, will now occupy 
every future moment, as IJ mean he 
ſhall ſhare both my affection and for- 
tune equally with that beloved daugh- 
ter. -A poor compenſation for the in- 
jury done, by my unjuſt reſentment, to 
his gentle mother's feelings, and his 
father's irreproachable condug.” . 


. 
8 Aa 
_ » 
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' CHAP. IX, 


4 


Ms. Caſtleton having ended receiv- 


ed the thanks of the company, and 


Charles going to his uncle, deſired he 
would endeavour to drop diſagreeable 
recollection, as it ſhould be his ſtudy, 
by every dutiful, attentive exertion, to 
render his future hours more eaſy; and 
he hoped he ſhould acquit himſelf to 
his ſatisfaQtion,—* That I will be an- 
ſwerable you will, my dear boy,” an- 


ſwered Mr. Herman; for never was 


there a more grateful heart : and I 


dare 
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dare affirm every one of the gentle- 
men now preſent will acknowledge 
gratitude a virtue deſerving of the 
higheſt commendation; it never yet 
was- an inmate of a bad heart; and I 


am not at all fearfal I ſhall ever have 


reaſon to' condemn myſelf for being 
too ſanguine in your favour.” 


The conſanguinity of Mr. Caſtleton 
to Charles Curtis drew him near to the 
affeQion of the worthy Hermans: he 
did not appear to them as a ſtranger, 
but as a long loſt friend. Henry par- 
ticularly attached himſelf to him: the 
contrition he expreſſed for ſuffering an 
ill. founded reſentment to act with ſuch 
arbitrary ſway over his fraternal and 
friendly feelings, in his opinion, did 

G 6 away 
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away the offence, and his open, gene- 
rous heart, exulted in the good for- 
tune & his dear Charles, more than it 
would have done from any event in 
which himſelf ſolely had been concern - 
ed. Robert Sy lune, on the contrary, 
as ſoon as he was informed of the diſ- 
had taken place at Herman 


covery 


N 


Manor, ze the full; power of envy take 


poſſefnion of every ſenſe. Envy, that 
baneful gueſt, who never ſuffers: her 
votaries to enjoy peace of mind, ſhould 
you have the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect her 
approach, my young readers, ſhut eve- 
ry avenue to your heart and mind a- 
gainſt her entrance; for if, from negli- 
gence, ſhe once gains admiſſion, greatly 
will you have reaſon to lament you 
ever was for a moment off your guard. 

| Robert 
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Robert knew that Charles Curtis was 
been given of his diſpoſition, it will 
not be any wonder that he ſhould envy 
him, on being acknowledged nephew 
by a man of Mr. Caſtleton's wealth: 
2 ſeat being purchaſed too in that 
neighhourhood, added to his chagrin, 
as, judging from his own character, he 
- imagined Charles Curtis would take 
every opportunity to lower and mor- 
tify him; but he was a ſtranger to the 
good heart and amiable temper of chat 
youth: retaliation for injuries receiv- 
od never entered his mind the only 
pleaſing reflection he felt from his ele- 
vation, was, firſt, that he ſhould be en- 
abled to cheer the heart of drooping 


poverty, 
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poverty, perhaps be the inſtrument of 
reſcuing from want and miſery ſome 
deſerving wanderer like himſelf, when 
taken into the protection of Mr. Her- 
man; ſecondly, he could be as a ſon to 
his uncle, and perhaps be the principal 
means of ſmoothing the declining pil- 
low of his age. Henry Herman ſincere- 
ly rejoiced, that the good fortune af his 
young friend would not be the means 
of removing him any great diſtance 
from Herman Manor, it being the in- 
tention of Mr. Caſtleton (which he now 
declared) to refide on the eftate he had 
recently purchaſed, as ſoon as the 
Manſon houfe of the late proprietor, 
which was gone greatly to decay, could 
be made tenable for his reception, till 
which he gladly accepted Mr. Herman's 


invitation 
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invitation of remaining his viſitor, as 
his nephew became too dear to him for 
even the abſence of a few weeks to be 


* with. 


During the interval that remained 
between the preſent. time and Mr. 
Caftleton' s taking poſſeſſion of his new 
habitation, Mr. Sylwne was thrown 
from his horſe while in purſuit of the 
hounds, and received ſo violent a con- 


tuſion of the brain, that, after lan- 


guiſhing about eight days, and under- 
going divers ſurgical operations, he 
died, leaving his ſo Robert an orphan. 
Every one was ſurpriſed, that, after 
the moſt minute fearchy no will could 
be found, conſequently this bad diſ- 
poſed youth could meet with no check 

| from 
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from guardians, but was, at the early 
| age of ſixteen, left to follow the wild 
career of his own headſtrong paſſions. 
The apparent unconcern that appeared: 
in all his actions, at the loſs of his af. 
fectionate doating father, would: of 
itſelf have ſtamped his character, had 
he not long before given a ſufficient 
inſight into his natural diſpoſition ; 
for ſcarce was this. good parent con- 
veyed to his grave before he Wout 
for Londen, accompanied by a young 
man of a very libertine twin; that had, 
notwithſtanding the remonfifailtees of 
Mr. Sylwne, long been his favorite 
companion; and, by the accounts 
that were brought into the country, 
this pair indulged themſelves in every 


exceſs that the metropolis. afforded 
N | them, 


THE FRIENDS. 137 


them, there being numbers ready to 
adminiſter to the wants of young men, 
who are known to be heirs to large 
fortunes, and whoſe rage for diſſipation 
make them greedily catch at the means 
of being ſupplied, though obliged for 
that ſupply to pay an. 2 — 
tere t. | 


N 


Henry Herman and his friend 
Charles, on the contrary, continued 
the admiration of the ſurrounding 
country. It would be endleſs to re- 
count the many meritorious actions 
done by thoſe worthy ' youths, that 
were conſtantly made the theme of 
every company; ſcarce could there be 


diſcerned the caſt of care on any coun- 
tenance where their bounty could 
reach 
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reach. Mr. Caſtleton was never ſo 
happy as when he was attended by his 
nephew, and his almoſt as dear Henry 
Herman. His little Julia had been to 
ſee him, and was much delighted by 
her new coufin. She was a moſt 
amiable child, and greatly intereſted 
Henry, by the gentleneſs of her tem- 
per. Sophia Melmouth, frequently 
mentioned in the former part of this 
work, was introduced to Julia, and 
notwithſtanding the difference of their 
age, the young ladies became much 
attached to each other, probably from 
a ſimilarity of diſpoſition. Mr. Caſ- 
ton now arranged it, that his daugh- 
ter ſhould remain at ſchool: no more 
than one twelvemonth longer, but that 
the finiſhing of her education ſhould 
| be 
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be at home, as he was much delighted 
with the good qualities and high ac- 
compliſhments of Miſs Melmouth.— 
How gratifying muſt it be to a well 


diſpoſed mind to meet with marks of 


approbation from the really worthy— 
Can any application be irkſome that 
leads to ſo deſirable an end? Make 
therefore good uſe, my young readers, 
of the means allowed you for improve- 
ment: time once loſt can never be 
redeemed; and the greateſt return yo 


can make to your parents, relations, 
or guardians, for their care in your 
education, is by {trig attention to the 
different branches you are taught, by 
that convincing them you are ſenſible 
of their kindneſs. | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. x. 


CuARLEs and his uncle were one 
day diſcourſing on former tranſactions, 
when the 'ſubje& happened to turn 
on the warm attachment old Peggy 
had evinced for his mother. — Mr. 
_ Caſtfeton regretted that ſhe was re- 
moved by fate from receiving any to- 
ken of his gratitude, when Charles re- 
plied :—* I have very often wiſhed, 
my dear fir, it had been poſſible I 
could have been informed how long 
the worthy creature ſuffered from the 
illneſs ſhe Iaboured under when I laſt 


ſaw 


2 
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ſaw her, and have frequently felt nn- 
eaſy ſenſations, in the idea that ſhe did 
not live to reach the pariſh they were 
conveying her to, which was in Wilt- 


fuch caſe I fear little attention was 
payed to her remains, though worthy 


of the greateſt. I have ſometimes,” 


he continued, been tempted to in- 
trade on your indulgence for permiſ- 
fion to go to the pariſh ſhe belonged 
to, in order to make inquiries, but 


have checked my inclination, left you _ 
thould ſuppoſe me romantic.” —** Far 


from it, my dear boy,” returned Mr. 
Caſtleton ; © and if you continue Rill 
to have ſuch a wiſh you ſhall be grati- 


perhaps we may prevail on Mr. Her- 


ſhire, near the city of Saliſbury; in 


fied: I will be your companion, and | 
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man to ſpare his ſon for a few days; 
the excurſion will be both healthy and 
pleaſant, independent of the ſatisfac- 
tion you will receive from the gratifi- 
cation of your praiſe-worthy eurioſity: 
ſpeak—do you continue anxious to 
know the particulars of poor Peggy's 
death? “ Indeed fin, I do, an- 
ſwered Charles; and, believe me, I 
am grateful for your kindneſs. in ſo 
willingly confenting to accompany 
me.” Mr. Caſtleton: departed imme- 
diately for Herman Manor, to procure 
the conſent of Mr. Herman, that his 
ſon might accompany: them, if the ex- 
curſion received his (pprobation : he 
met the young gentleman. before he 
reached the houſe, and informed him 
of the diſcourſe that had taken place, 


and 


Reg 
2 7 
* * 
* * 
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and Henry was delighted with the 
idea, he being almoſt as eager - as 
his friend Charles to learn the fate of 
Peggy, whoſe faithful attachment had 
ever met his warmeſt praiſes. Mr. 
Herman readily allowed his ſon to ac- 
company Mr. Caſtleton and his ne- 
phew, though he did not ſuppoſe they 
would obtain any information. The 
next morning they ſet out, viewing 
every thing worth feeing in the towns 
through which they paſſed. 


Having arrived at the place, they 
immediately ealled on the church- 
wardens, and acquainted them, they 
wiſhed to be informed concerning the 
death of an elderly. woman, who three 
years before had been paſſed to that 
— * pariſh 
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pariſh, to which ſhe belonged. . The 
church-wardens were very willing the 
books ſhould be ſearched, and for that 
purpoſe inquired her name, which, on 
being told was Margaret Bamford, 
obſerved, they were ſure the name was 
familiar to their recollection, which 
they wondered at, as they had not 
been in the oſſice they held ane half 
that time ; but if the 


they ſhould have every information i in 
their power to afford them. 


When they left the officers of the 
pariſh, Charles propoſed they ſhould 
go to the workbouſe; for, if poor Peggy 
had reached it alive, ſome of the inha- 
bitants might remember the circum- 


ſtance, 
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{tance, and be enabled to give them 
better information than they could re- 
ceive from any other perſon. This 
propoſition was agreed to, and they 
went to the poor houſe, where the air 
of neatneſs that prevailed gave them 
great pleaſure: they ſtopped to make 
inquiries of a man whoſe looks pleaſ- 
ed. them, without regarding the by- 
ſtanders. After relating the circum- 
ſtance, and waiting an anſwer, the 
man obſerved, they had not informed 
him what name the woman bore— 
Charles anſwered, Margaret or Peggy 
Bamford.” ' An exclamation, It is, 
it muſt be, my dear young maſter!” 
occaſioned them to turn, when a clean 
old woman inſtantly caught Charles in 
her arms, crying, © She could not be 
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miſtaken, as the likeneſs he-bore to her 
regretted miſtreſs convinced her.” The 
Poffibility of the old woman's having 
ſurvived the illneſs ſhe laboured under 
when ſhe left Charles, had never croſſ- 
ed his recollection; he therefore, for a 
few ſeconds, ſtood in as much amaze- 
ment as if ſomething ſupernatural had 
appeared before him, but ſoon reco- 
vered his ſurprize ſufficiently to aſſure 
Peggy that he felt the moſt unfeigned 
pleaſure in once more being permitted 


to converſe with her. Though the old 


woman was too prudent to aſk any 
queſtions, Charles faw ſhe looked with 


_ aſtoniſhment at his altered appearance, 


he therefore drew them a little aſide, 
and preſented her to his uncle, who 


received her ery kindly, and told her, 


ſince 
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fince they had been ſo fortunate as to 
meet with her when they leaſt expect- 
ed it, he had a propoſition to make, 
which, he flattered himſelf, would 
equally pleaſe her, and gratify his ne- 
phew :—* You ſhall, for the future,” 
ſaid Mr. Caſtleton, © refide under the 
ſame roof with the boy, for whom 
your ſolicitude has ſhewn itſelf even 
_ parental, and receive from his grateful 
hand a recompence for all your atten- 
tions beſtowed in the hour of diſtreſs 
on his beloved mother ; acquaint me if 
either have any objection.“ Peggy, 
quite overcome with joy, could only 
lift up her eyes toward that power, 
who ſees, and, in his on good time, | 
rewards the actions of thoſe that pleaſe 
him, while Charles, taking his hand, 

H 2 and 
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and bowing on it, ſaid—* Teach me, 
fir, how, I ſhall thank you for all your 
goodneſs—you have anticipated the 
requeſt I was about to make; and 
though this worthy creature is, from 
emotion, at preſent denied the ability 
of thanking you properly, I can 
plainly obſerve how rejoiced ſhe is at 
your offer.” Peggy being now reco- 
vered, beſtowed many bleſſings on the 
beneficent gentleman, whoſe goodneſs 
would permit her aged eyes to be daily 
feaſted with the fight of her young 
maſter, the behaviour of whom, ſhe 
ſaid, ** was. the exact Kp of 
his angel mother's.“ 


PI for the * taken leave 
Peggy, they repaired to the inn, to 


arrange 
5 
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wrrange matters for their departure; 
as ſhe was apparently hale and hearty, 
they judged ſhe would be capable of 
fulfilling the journey withaut any at- 
tendant, they therefore ſecured a place 
in the ſtage coach, which was to depart 
the next morning, and would carry 
her within four miles of Mr. Caſtle- 
ton's houſe, from whence he intended 
to ſend a carriage to fetch her: the 
coachman was charged to be attentive, 
for which ſervice he was rewarded 


before-hand. 


Charles was deputed to inform 
Peggy ſhe muſt leave the workhouſe 
that evening, and repair to the inn, in 
order to purſue her journey on the 
morrow ; and having ſupplied her 

H 3 with 
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with money for her expences, he re- 
turned to his uncle- and Henry ; and 
in leſs than an hour they proceeded 
on their road back to Fairfield, the 
ſeat of Mr. Caſtleton. Charles was 
filent ; his active imagination retraced 
former ſcenes, and his heart ſwelled 
with gratitude to the Creator of the 
Univerſe, for his manifold favours 
heaped upon him, ſo lately the child 
of affliction; and he ſecretly reſolved, 
never, by ſinful and vicious habits, to 
forfeit the protection of his heavenly 
Father, but to purſue ſuch paths as 
ſhould, as far as he could judge, 
ſecure to himſelf his approbation.— 
The reſolve was worthy a good mind; 
and I would earneſtly recommend 
ſuch a reſolution to all my young 

| readers, 
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readers, well knowing that the ap- 
probation of their own conſcience, 
were they to receive no other re- 
compence, would be a ſufficient re- 
ward. 


The travellers reached home by 


noon the next day ; and Henry hal- 


tened to Herman Manor, to pay his 
affectionate reſpects to his parents.— 
On his recounting the events of their 


journey, both Mr. and Mrs. Herman 


rejoiced with him, that the worthy 
Peggy was likely to meet, even in 
this world, a recompence for perform- 
ing her duty, and gave thoſe praiſes 
to Mr. Caſtleton his actions ſo well 


merited. The old woman arrived 


ſafe at Fairfield; and was received 
H 4 with 
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wich pleaſure : ſhe was ſo eſtabliſh. | 
in the family, that ſhe was, and had\ 
every reaſon to be ſatisfied with her 
ſituation, e 


CHAP. 
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"CHAP. XI. 


| SOME years elaſped, when every vir- 
tue that had appeared i in early youth, 
both in Henry Herman and Charles 
Curtis, gained ſtrength, and ſhone with 
peculiar brilliancy. Mr. Herman has 
been mentioned as the moſt affeQio- 
nate of parents; nor could envy her- 
ſelf find a fault in the conduct of Mr. 
Caſtleton: every benevolent arrange- 
ment of his nephew's was fulfilled with 
the moſt” ſcrupulous exactneſs, and 


with the greateſt pleaſure, though he 
H 5 9 had 
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had ever expreſſed an averſion to ren. 
der young people too early independ- 
ent, obſerving, that where there was 
one who had a mind ſtrong enough 


to conduct himſelf properly under 
ſuch circumſtances, half a dozen would, 
by the ſame means, become votaries to 
diſſipation. 
| Charles was extremely pleaſed with 
| his uncle's ſentiments on this ſubject; 
he wiſhed to receive every beneſit at 
his hands: and Mr. Caſtleton, from 
the uniformity of his behaviour, and 
the attachment that ſeemed to have 
taken place between him and Julia, 
looked forward to the time, when, if 
conſonant to their inchnations, of 
which he had not much doubt, he 
ſhould 
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ſhould ſee the moſt attentive of ne- 
phews converted to one of the moſt du- 
tiful of ſons. Sophia Melmouth and 
Julia Caſtleton were become inſepara- 
ble; and Julia had improved ſurpriſ- 
ingly from the friendſhip of the form- 
er, between whom and Henry Herman 
the parents of both had viewed with 
great ſatisfaction a growing partiality, 
that was now, by the joint conſent of 
both families, likely to terminate in a 
happy union, their diſpoſitions being 
ſo congenial, as promiſed every thing 
their admiring friends could expect. 


Robert Sylwne, during this time, had 
been laviſhing the large fortune his fa- 


ther left in the moſt reprehenſible fol-. 


lies; and far from-ever being the means. 
H.6 of. 
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of reanimating one face overclouded 
with ſorrow with the cheerful ſmile of 
content, he ſeemed ſent forth on the 
earth merely as a ſcourge: no ties were 
ſtrong enough to bind him; and whe- 
ther he conveyed miſery to parents, 
huſbands, or ſons, was equally indiffe- 
rent to him, ſo he was gratified. — 
Gaming was his favorite diverſion; and 
fatal it at laſt proved; for he, by one 


unfortunate caſt of the die, loſt every 
thing he had left of his former proſpe- 


rity, and became the moſt forlorn 
wretch alive. Previous to this he had 
ſacrificed largely to Bacchus, ſo as to 
undermine his conſtitution, and reduce 
his once athletic form to a mere ſkele- 


ton; and not knowing where to turn 


in his extremity, having no friend to 
apply 
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apply to, and being almoſt ſtarved, his 
thoughts turned on thoſe whom, in the 
days of his proſperity, he had taken ſo 
much. delight to injure ; and he. had 
frequently heard, while he was following 
his vicious career, that they ſtill con- 
tinued The joy and pride of all the 
country round. Though it then paſſed 
unheeded, he determined to apply to 
them for that aſſiſtance denied him now 
by thoſe who had been his former 
companions. 
Robert had had time to reflect, and 
bitterly repented of the follies that had 
reduced him to his preſent abject ſtate, 
though tis probable, had he again en- 
joyed affluence, he would fil} have 
purſued the deſtructive amuſements 
82 that 
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that had ſo long faſcinated him ; but 
adverſity had ſhewn him, in its proper 
light, the ill effects attending a life of 
vicious purſuit ; and with an intention 
to devote his time for the future to 
more laudable purpoſes, 'if he could 
attain the protection of either Henry 
Herman or Charles Curtis, to whom 
he inſtantly reſolved to apply, he fet 
out on foot for his habitation, his fi- 
nances not admitting of any other mode 
of travelling. When he arrived near 
the ſeat of Mr. Herman, he began to 
conſider in what manner he ſhould 
make known the purport of his viſit, 
„ and where he ſhould remain, for his 
pride forbad his entering into any 
houſe of public entertainment with ſo 


different an appearance to what he had 
been 
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been accuſtomed to, though, could he 
have been ſenſible of his own altered 
form and features, he needed not to 
have feared being known, as it was im- 
poſſible, without a ſtrict inveſtigation, 
for thoſe that had ſeen him fix years 
before to have imagined it the ſame 
perſon, | 


At length he recollected the nurſe of 
Henry, whoſe cottage it has been ob- 
ſerved ſtood cloſe to the park gate; thi- 
ther he bent his ſteps, and finding no 
one at home but the good woman, re- 
queſted ſhe would have the kindneſs to 
go to the manor, and deliver a meſſage 
for him to the younger Mr. Herman, 
and permit him to wait her return.— 
Nurſe, who had not the leaſt recollec- 

8 tion 
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tion of him, aſſented very willingly; 
and hurried to convey the meſſage ſhe 
had received. Charles Curtis was with 
his friend Henry, when the good wo- 
man entered, and told him, there was 
a gentleman at her cottage who appear- 
ed very ill, and requeſted he would do 
him the favour to come and ſpeak to 
him. She was interrogated, but de- 
clared her ignorance of who it could 
be; and Henry, having diſpatched her 
to inform the gentleman he would at- 
tend him, requeſted Charles to accom - 
pany him, which was readily complied 
with, and they ſet out.. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X11, 


On their arrival at the cottage Ro- 
bert roſe from his ſeat : his heart felt a 
pang when he ſaw Henry's companion, 


but he determined to get the better of 


all falſe ſhame, which his deſperate 
ſituation encouraged him to do.— 
Henry obſerving the languid counte- 
nance of the ſtranger, as he appeared 
to him, addreſſed him, ſaying, This 
good woman, ſir, informed me you 
wiſhed to ſpeak with me; in what can 
I be of ſervice to you? Command me 

| freely.” 


162 THE  FRTENDS. 


freely. —* You do not know me, 
then, Mr, Herman,” replied Robert; 
and I ſhall be obliged to announce 
a name, that will, I fear, change all 
your compaſſion to indignation : but! 
have juſtly deſerved every mortifica- 
tion. There was a time when the 
name of Sylwne was reſpected, but 
my follies and vices have ſunk it into 
diſgrace.— Is it poſſible !“ inter- 
rupted Henry ; can you really be 
Robert Sylwne? Alas! how chang- 


ed :“ but recolleding himſelf, he ſaid, 


«Iam extremely ſorry, fir, to ſee you 
look ſo ill, and hope your native air 
may reſtore your health; and, as 1 


have already ſaid, if I can be of the 
leaſt fervice to you, inform me.” — 
Indeed, Mr, Herman, anſwered Ro- 


bert, 
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bert, I know not how to tell you 
what was my intention in ſending for 
you; the inſults I ever treated you, 
and this young gentleman with,” turn- 
ing to Charles, could leave me little 
reaſon to expect my requeſt would be 
complied with, had 1 common charac- 
ters to deal with; but, knowing the 
generoſity of your nature, I flatter my- 
ſelf a ruined, but repentant profligate, 


may expect that aſſiſtance at your 


hands the more rigid would deny: in. 
fact, from an infatuation I too late re · 
pent of, I am left without the ſmalleſt 
means of ſupport, and in a ſtate of 
health very - unequal to any exertion, 
and my only hope reſts on your 
bounty; however, little reaſon there 
is to Imagine I ſhall receive it,” He 

had 
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had been much agitated during the de- 
livery of the above ſpeech, and now 
appeared quite ſpent. The conſter- 
nation of Henry and Charles, whilſt 
Robert was ſpeaking, may better be 
imagined than deſcribed; but Henry 
ſoon colleQed- himſelf ſufficiently to 
reply as follows:—* I am extremely 
forry, Mr. Sylwne, that the ſituation 
of your affairs renders an application 
to me and my friend neceſſary, on 
your own account; otherwiſe, I am 
happy in an opportunity of being en- 
abled to render you ſervice. The 
contrition you expreſs for your errors 
is half amendment; and I dare an- 
{wer for Mr. Curtis, he harbours no 
_ reſentment for any former tranſaction.“ 
Lou do me more than juſtice,” an- 

ſwered 
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ſwered Charles; I am too happy my- 
ſelf not to feel concern for thoſe whoſe 
fate has not been equally propitious : 
and be aſſured, fir,” continued he, 
turning to Robert, I ſhall be much 
gratified, jointly with my friend, in 
lightening your load of affliction, as 
ſoon as a proper plan can be formed 
for that purpoſe.” | 


Robert thanked them, and expreſſed 
his regret at his own folly in ſuch 
pointed terms, and ſeemed to be ſo 
thoroughly repentant, that both the 
young men pitied him fancerely.— 
Henry told Robert he muſt conſult 
with his father on the beſt way of 
aſſiſting him; in the mean time, if he 


could put up with the accommodations 


of 
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of the cottage, nurſe, he was certain, 
would do every thing in her power to 
ſerve him. Robert's acknowledgments 
were great for his kindneſs; and he 
aſſured him the cottage was a palace, 
in compari ſon to the habitation he had 
occupied for ſome time paſt, 


They now left him, and returned 
home, to acquaint Mr. Herman of the 
ſtrange viſit they had been to pay; 
and Henry not only entreated he 
might be ſuffered to aſſiſt him, but 
that his father would adviſe him in 
what manner to place him, as his health 
forbid: any ching but quiet; Charles 
at the ſame time requeſting,” as ſoon 
as his untle ſhould be informed of the 
occurrence, he might be permitted to 
| ſhare 
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ſhare the expence. Thus did thoſe 


' two worthy young men a@ toward a 


fallen enemy, who had ever purſued 
them with rancour: their generous 
minds only remembered he was-in dif- 
treſs—that their helping hands were | 
neceſſary to his comfort; and with the 
glow of true benevolence in their 
hearts, their anxiety was as great for 


his ſervice as though he had been their 


deareſt friend. 4 


When Mr. Caſtleton was informed 
of the wiſhes of his nephew, to be 
joint ſupporter of the diſtreſſed Ro- 
bert Sylwne, he caught him to his 
breaſt, and declared every day brought 
to his view ſome new virtue in his 
darling boy; and after he had given 


him 


on mn 
—- 
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him free permiſſion to uſe his purſe 
on the occaſion, he congratulated Mr. 
Herman, who was -preſent, on ſuch 
a ſon: For had not my Charles had 
ſuch an example to copy from,” ſaid 
he, half his virtues would have lain 


dormant.” 


Robert's health being ſo bad, and 
nurſe Norris having a very comfortable 
room, with which he could be accom- 
modated, it was judged moſt proper he 
ſhould, if agreeable to himſelf, conti- 
nue there, at leaſt for the preſent, as he 
would find great benefit from the at- 
tention of ſo careful a woman. When 
conſulted on the ſubject, his thanks for 
their goodneſs became oppreſſive, and 


after agreeing with nurſe what ſtipend 
ſhe 


rſe 
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ſhe was to receive for his board, and . - 
her own attendance, and leaving with 
. himſelf money to provide him neceſſa- 


ries, which he much wanted, they left 


. the cottage, happy i in ren of 
an approving conſcience. 


A ſhort time after this Henry and 


Charles were united to Miſs Melmouth 
and Julia Caſtleton ; Mr. Melmouth 


having loſt his wife, Henry and art 


took up their reſidence with him; 


Charles Curtis remained with his uncle, 


who now, from his marriage with his 
daughter, claimed a yet nearer intereſt 
in him. Thus happy in each other 
lived this circle of friends, their ready 


hand ever exerted to ſuccour the un- 


fortunate, and chace the tear of ſorrow. 


1 from 


* 
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from the human-countenance : it 'was 
with grief they ſaw little amendment 
in Robert Sylwyne's health; the de- 
ſtructive courſe he had purſued brought 
on him a premature old age, but every 
alleviation in the power of friends to 
beſtow, they gladly adminiſtered, and 
determined he ſhould enjoy their pro- 
tection as long as the Almighty ſhould 
think Peres to re his Ons. 


4 hind 65 W 6 rely. the 
greateſt teſt of virtue; it exalts the in- 
jured almoſt beyond human nature; 
and the conſolation derived from ſuch 
a ſource muſt be a pleaſure of ſo refin- 
ed a nature, as to carry with it its own 
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Chambaud, Reſtaut, and other learned Grammarians ; 
and to the Deciſions of the French Academy. 12mo. 
28. 6d. bound, 17 5 | 


- 27. DYKE's READING MADE PERFECTLY 
EASY; in which the Reader is led on with Pleaſure, 
from eaſy to more hard Words. The thirty-ſeventh 
edition, with large Additions and Improvents. 

f By D. FZEN NN. 
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30. ESSAYS on EDUCATION; or, Principles of 
Intellectual Improvement, conſiſtent with the Frame 


and Nature of Man. 


By J. W. ParsoNs, A. B. 
Vicar of Wellington, Hereford, Price 38. 6d, 


31. The YOUTH's MENTOR; or, Helps for the 
Memory, by Precept and Example, reſpeQting the 
moſt important Truths of Chriſtianity, Morality, and 
Virtue, in Proſe and Verſe. A new Edition, with an 
engraved Title Page and Vignette. Price 18. 


32. The DEATH of CAIN, in Five Books; after 
the Manner of the Death of Abel. . 
By A LADY. 
The ſecond Edition, with an elegant Frontiſpiece, price 
23. 6d. or, on fine paper, 38. 6d. bound. 


33. WANOSTROCHT's (N.) La Liturge ou 
Formulaire des Pricres Publiques ſelon l'Uſage de 
'Egliſe Anglicane. 24mo. 38. 6d. neatly bound in 


black, with gilt edges, or 48. 6d. in Morocco. 


34. RUSSELL's SEVEN. SERMONS; a new 
Edition ; price 6d. bound. | 


35. CINTHELIA; or; a Woman of Ten Thou- 
ſand. In 4 vols. Price 12s. ſewed. By Geonrct 
WATIEER. | 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY B. CROSBY. 


Sewwed in Marble, 
7 ; "1162 & 
Aſh's Grammar, bound in red ſheep, - 1 
Abelard and Heloiſe, 1 vol. — - 1 0 
Butler's Hudibras, 1 vol. - 3 6 
Billington, or Town and Country Songſter, with an 
elegant Head of Mrs. benen N 2 0 
Caſtle of Otranto - 1 0 
Callins's Odes, with Hammond's Love rere. 80 
Churchill's Poems, 2 vol. - - 2.0 
Falconer's Shipwreck, 1 we 246 0 9 
Fielding's Tom Jones, 3 vol. / ir 4146 
Jonathan Wild, 1 50l. = X 
Voyage to Liſbon, 1 vol. 1 0 
Gay's Fables, 1 vol. — - 0 9 
Goldſmith's Poems, 1 vol. - - 0 9 
Eſſays - - 10 
Ditto and Poems nudes - 1 6 
Tala 7 Mandeville, 1 vol. - - 1 6 
Little Grandiſon, 1 vol. 7d. bound - Ii © 
Lyttleton's (Lord) Poems, 1 vol. - 0 9 
Lowth's Grammar, ſame fize as Aſh's, red * 1 © 
Marmontel's Moral Tales, 2 vols. 3 0 
Milton's Paradiſe Loſt, 1 vol. 4D 1 1 6 
New Bath Guide, 1 vol. - 1 © 
Narrative Companion and nn Moraliſt, 

1 vol. — 2 _ 
Economy of Human Life, 2 pars - o 9 
Pomfret's Poems, 1 vol. — 0 9 
Phillip's (John) Poems, 1 vol. — 0 9 
er 1538's na 
Rochefoucault's Maxims - - I" © 
Smollet's Humphry Clinker, 2 vol. - 80 

Roderick Random, 2 vols. 3 3 0 
Peregrine Pickle, 3 vols. — 4 6 
Launcelot Greaves, 1 vol. — 1 6 
Sterne's Sentimental Journey, 1 vol. - 1 0 
—— Sermons, 3 vols. 3 0 
— Letters to his Friends, 1 vol. — 1 6 


** 4 phy 
4 1 BY . - 
"ay | 


* 


— 


Av — 


'BOOKS SOLD D B. CROSBY. - \ 


F Sewed in Marblc. 
Swift's Gulliver's Travels - — 1 
Polite Converſation and Directions for 
Servants - - - I 0 
Sacred and Moral Poeras by the preſent Lord 
Biſhop of London and others - 1 6 
Somerville's Chace, a Poem, 1 vol. - © 9 
Tales of the Genii, 2 vols. - - 3 0- 
Tomkins's Select Poems - - 2 0 
Thomſon's Seaſons, 1 vol. * 5 x 6 
Poems, 1 vol. _— a+ 0 9 
"Young's Night Thoughts, 1 vol. — 1 6 
155 Young Gentleman's Parental Monitor - 0 
' Ladies Ditto * 892 ', - 1 9 
A. * ' 3 
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